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Israeli settlers protest on Jordan border 

SHEIKH HUSSEIN BRIDGE (AFP) - Dozens of 

Jewish settlers from the Jordan Valley occupied this 
hridge leading into Jordan Sunday in protest the 
israeli government'*! failure to provide promised sub- 
sidies to ihcir farms, police said. The protestors came 
immpKxit JO agricultural settlements from the Jor- 
dan Yultey region or the West Bank. The settlers com- 
plain that despite promises of financial support lor 
(heir settlements from Prime Minister Benya min 
Netanyahu, they have yet to receive promised govern- 
ment aid. Mr. Netanyahu has said Israel will maintain 
control of the rich Jordan Valley under any agreement 
with the Palestinians over the final Mains o! the West 
Bank, which Israel seized from Jordan in the 1967 
M ideas* w ar. 
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Syrian president meets Lebanese PM 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad held talks with Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri here Sunday amid an upsurge in tension 
between Israeli troops and Hizbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon. Mr. Hariri met Mr. Assad shortly 
after his arrival here Sunday, officials in the presi- 
dent's office said. Tensions have been particularly 
high along the Lebanese border since an Israeli com- 
mando squad killed five members of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah group a week ago during a raid deep 
into southern Lebanon. Israel occupies a swathe of 
southern Lebanon to prevent attacks on its northern 
border by ami- Israeli guerrillas while Syria has some 
35.000 troops stationed in the neighbouring country. 
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PHOTO TAKEN FOR LOVE GIVEN: Jordan's orphans pose for a group photo, 
their gift to His Majesty King Hussein on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of his 
accession to the Throne. The children arc gathered on the lawn in front of their new 
home, Dar AI Bin which was Al Hushemiyeh Royal Palace before it was transformed 
by the King into an orphanage in March (Large photo on page 7) 




AMMAN iJ.T.) — Jordan 
Mumlav celebrates the 45th 

m 

anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession to 
the Hashemite Throne. 

On Aug. 1 1. 1952 the then 
17-year-oid prince became 
the King of Jordan, pursuing 
the march of the Great Arab 
Revolt which his late great 
grandfather Sharif Hussein 
Ben AJi had launched 
against foreign domination. 

in celebrating the anniver- 
sary, Jordanians recall the 
Kina's untiring efforts in 

w J 

developing Jordon into a 
inode! democratic state and 
his sincere and dedicated 
efforts to achieve Arab soli- 
darity. and defend Arab 
causes. The King's work to 
move Jordan back into the 
foreground of regional and 
international momentum 
towards the 21 st century has 
been recognised. 

On the eve of the anniver- 


sary. the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra said that the 
occasion represents a sym- 
bol of the continued sacri- 
fices and achievements 
accomplished by the Jordan- 
ian people under the King’s 
leadersltip over more than 
four decades. 

Petra said that the King’s 
endeavours continue .on the 
path of political pluralism, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights. 

The celebration coincides 
with the Kingdom's ongoing 
preparations for parliamen- 
tary elections in November, 
an event which is bound to 
further enhance the march 
of democracy in the country 
and emlv>dy die aspirations 
of die Jordanian people. 
Petra added. 

As for the peace process, 
the King has spared no 
effort towards pursuing the 
attainment of the Arab 


Nation’s aspirations in a just 
and comprehensive, peace 
based on the exchange of 
kind for peace, and on the 
principles of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. Petra 
said. 

Referring to Jordan’s sup- 
port for the Palestinians. 
Petra said that Jordan has 
never ceased to offer sup- 
port for the Palestinian peo- 
ple in their ongoing struggle 
for freedom and has been 
continually providing assis- 
tance to alleviate the Pales- 
tinian people's sufferings 
under occupation rule. 

Petra said that Jordan 
under King Hussein has fol- 
lowed moderate policies at 
the pan- .Arab and interna- 
tional levels urging Arab 
countries to transcend their 
differences and work in con- 
cert to protect the nation’s 
higher interest. 

In pursuit of efforts to 


attain the objectives of die 
Great Arab Revolt, King 
Hussein has made Jordan a 
haven for all Arabs seeking 
democracy, security and 
pan-Arab unity, said Petra. 

in celebrating this 
anniversary. Petra added, the 
Jordanian people take pride 
in, express allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne and 
assert their loyalty to a King, 
who over the past four 
decades, managed to make 
Jordan a modem state aspir- 
ing for further progress and 
prosperity. 

On the eve of the anniver- 
sary. King Hussein received 
cables of good wishes from 
King Hasson II of Morocco. 
Omani Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Saeed. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, the llrwed 
Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan. Tunisian Presi- 
dent Zein Al Abidine Ben 


AJi, Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi as well as other 
world leaders. 

King Hussein received on 
this occasion a cable of good 
wishes from Prime Minister 
Abdul Saiani Majali, speak- 
ers of parliament heads of 
private and public organisa- 
tions. tribal chieftains, pro- 
fessional associations, heads 
of local councils, and promi- 
nent personalities and key 
public figures. 

In their cables they 
recalled the great achieve- 
ments made under King 
Hussein's rule and their con- 
fidence of a brighter future 
in a country' enjoying 
democracy and the rule of 
law. 

The Prime Minister said in 
his cable to the King that 
Jordanians take deep pride 
in their leader's relentless 
efforts to help his country 
attain further progress. 



, Netanyahu vows to 
against Palestinians 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S. MIDDLE East envoy 
Dennis Ross quickly ran 
into trouble Sunday as he 
mer Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders in a new initiative to 
rescue a peace process bat- 
tered by months of crises 
and extremist violence. 

Even though Palestinian. 
Israeli and U.S. security 
officials agreed to hold a 
trilateral meeting Sunday 
night to discuss renewal of 
cooperation in the battle 
against Islamists. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu didn't seem to 
have budged in position in 
an interview with CNN 
after his talks with Mr. 
Ross, instead he vowed to 
maintain a tough stance 
against the Palestinians to 
"force them to fight terror- 
ism.” 

In the television inter- 
view. the right-wing pre- 
mier again likened Lhe 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) to “terror- 
ism-supporting” states such 
as Iran and Iraq and said 
Israel had evidence that 
organisations in the Pales- 
tinian areas were behind the 
July 30 Jerusalem bombing. 

“The evidence we have 
right now is not yet conclu- 
sive but points directly to 
the assistance of terror 
organisations based in the 
Palestinian territories.” he 
told CNN. 


“We still lack the identity 
of the perpeiraiators but we 
have lirtle doubt that organ- 
isations such as Hamas, and 
that is the chief suspect, 
was • behind the recent 
attack and not only the 
recent attack.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

He said during his talks 
with the U.S. envoy that 
Mr. Ross “made it patently 
cleat he would not discuss 
political matters with the 
Palestinians until they 
assured him they would 
fight terrorism.” 

“The Palestinian [Nation- 
all Authority must make a 
choice, it must decide what 
type of regime it intends to 
be — a regime that fights 
terrorism the way that Jor- 
dan and Egypt (fight if) or a 
regime that abets terrorism 
or supports terrorism like 
Iran or Iraq ” 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
denied that the sanctions 
slapped on the Palestinian 
areas since the Jerusalem 
bombing, including restric- 
tions on movement of peo- 
ple and goods and refusal to 
pay tax revenue to the 
PNA. were causing hard- 
ship. 

“The whole idea we are 
starving the population is 
baloney, it's just hogwash. 
There is no starvation, there 
is no hunger, there is no 
shortage because we make 
sure that the medicines and 
the goods, the food reaches 
the Palestinian areas,” he 


claimed. 

Earlier Palestinian 

sources said that Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
agreed to resume high-level 
security contacts with 
Israel, on the condition U.S. 
officials were also present. 

Mr. Arafat said after his 
meeting with the U.S. 
envoy “we assured Mr. 
Ross that we are concerned 
about the security coordina- 
tion, but in the presence of 
the Americans, because we 
want them there as witness- 
es.” 

Prior to meeting with Mr. 
Ross. Mr. Arafat had insist- 
ed he was making a “100 
per cent effort” to battle ter- 
rorism. 

Israel, which has made a 
resumption of security 
cooperation the top condi- 
tion for lifting harsh sanc- 
tions against the Palestini- 
ans. agreed to the three-way 
formula, the sources said. 

The exact timing and 
venue of the meeting were 
not immediately given. 

Palestinian officials bri- 
dled at the U.S. mediator's 
insistence following talks 
in the morning with Mr. 
Netanyahu that Israel’s 
security concerns must be 
addressed as a top priority. 

Mr. Ross said, “there is an 
essential security underpin- 
ning to the [peace] process 
and that security underpin- 
ning has to be put back in 
place,” arguing that his top 
priority would be convinc- 


ing Palestinians to resume 
cooperation with Israel in 
the fight against terrorism. 

“We will tell Ross that he 
can’t tell the Palestinians to 
focus just on one point. - 
security,” countered Pales- 
tinian Information Minister 
Yasser Abed Rabbo as the 
U.S. envoy went into a later 
meeting with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

Palestinian spokesman 
Marwan Kanafani told 
reporters that Mr. .Arafat 
reiterated his claim to Mr. 
Ross Sunday during a 45- 
minute rundown on (he 
“difficulties facing the 
Palestinian people because 
of the blockade and settle- 
ments, which are the main 
danger for the peace 
process.” 

“Arafat told Mr. Ross that 
the main question is, ‘does 
Netanyahu really want 
peace?’ if the answer is yes. 
there will be a way to find a 
solution,” he said. 

Mr. Kanafani said Mr. 
Ross acknowledged the 
tough situation and sug- 
gested such political issues 
would be addressed when 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright makes 
her first official visit to the 
region at the end of the 
month. 

“Ross said there would be 
an American initiative and 
described his mission as a 
vaneuurd to create the seen- 


riiy basis for the coming 
visit by Albright,'' Mr. 
Kanafani said. 

Ms. Albriaht said last 
week that her visit would 
seek to launch accelerated 
political negotiations on so- 
called “final status” issues, 
notably the status and final 
borders of the Palestinian 
territory, the fate of Jewish 
settlements and the future 
of Jerusalem. 

Israel, meanwhile, eased 
the blockade slightly Sun- 
day. lifting a curfew on 
three Palestinian-ruled 
towns in the West Bank. 
But three other towns 
remained under full mili- 
tary blockade, Palestinians 
were still barred from enter- 
ing Lsrael and Mr. 
Netanyahu maintained a 
freeze on the transfer of lax 
funds owed to the Palestin- 
ian (National) Authority. 

About 100 Palestinians 
protested the crackdown 
Sunday at the closed Erez 
Crossing from the Gaza 
Strip into Israel, with one 
speaker warning, “we are 
ready for an uprising if Mr. 
Netanyahu continues his 
policies.” 

In another development, 
the Jordanian authorities 
announced that Mr. 
Netanyahu would meet 
with King Hussein in Ior- 
dan Wednesday as part of 
the broader diplomatic 
effort to save the peace 
process. 


Israeli soldier killed and 3 
hurt in a Hizbollah ambush 

In retaliation, Israel shells southern 
Lebanon villages injuring civilians 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

HIZBOLLAH GUERRILLAS 
killed an Israeli soldier and 
wounded three others Sunday 
in an ambush on an Israeli 
patrol in south Lebanon, 
where tension is running high 
after a week of deadly vio- 
lence. 

Hizbollah fighters fired 
macliine guns and rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades at the patrol 
near Kfarhoune village in 
Israel’s self-declared “securi- 
ty zone” in south Lebanon, 
security’ sources said. 

They said the attack left one 
member of the patrol dead 
and three soldiers seriously 
injured. 

A Hizbollah spokesman in 
Beirut claimed responsibility 
for the attack and said guerril- 
las exchanged fire with the 
Israeli patrol for half an hour. 

“Enemy soldiers were 
killed and wounded in the 
ambush and Israeli heli- 
copters landed at the scene of 
die attack to evacuate the bul- 
let-riddled wounded, who 
were dying ” the spokesman 
said. 

Israeli artillery gunners 
rained shells on Hizbollah 
strongholds outside the occu- 
pied border zone in retalia- 
tion. 

Two Israeli helicopters also 


raked valleys used by guerril- 
las to infiltrate lhe occupied 
zone with heavy machine- 
gun fire, Lebanese police 
said. One fired wire-guided 
rockets at a forest next to the 
zone. 

The attack came at the end 
of a week of particularly 
deadly clashes between Israel 
and the Shiite militia which 
has left 15 dead and 29 
wounded. 

.Also on Sunday, five-year- 
old Lebanese girl was wound- 
ed when a shell hit an orphan- 
age in south Lebanon. 
Lebanese security sources 
said. 

They said the shell — fired 

P 

from an unknown direction 
— struck the SOS orphanage 
in Kfar Falous in the Jizzine 
area officially outside Israel's 
south Lebanon occupation 
zone but under the control of 
the pro-Israeli South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia 

Hasna Mohammad Kata- 
neh was wounded in the 
attack. 

Also on Sunday a Lebanese 
woman and her two children 
were wounded when 
Katyusha rockets apparently 
fired by Islamist guerrillas 
landed in the Israeli-occupied 
buffer zone in south Lebanon, 
Israeli military' sources said. 

Two Katyushas, a weapon 


of choice of Hizbollah. land- 
ed in the village of Salrai. 
near Jezzine in the non! least 
of die buffer zone, the sources 
said 

Three Kamishas landed in 

P 

Kirvat Shmona settlement 

P 

Friday, w minding one woman 
in the first such attack on a 
populated Israeli area since an 
April 1996 truce agreement 
ended a 17-day border war 
between Israel and Hizbollah. 

Earlier Sunday, a roadside 
bomb exploded in the buffer 
zone, narrowly missing a 
Lebanese Chilian near where 
a Lebanese woman and her 
two children were killed in a 
similar blast last week, the 
Israeli sources said. There 
w as no immediate response to 
Sunday's explosion or rocket 
attack. 

The committee monitoring 
a ceasefire in south Lebanon 
met Sunday to discuss Israeli 
and Lebanese complaints 
after 14 people people died 
and 22 were wounded in five 
days of violence. 

The committee — made up 
of France. Israel. Lebanon. 
Syria and the United States 
— discussed five complaints 
lodged bv Lebanon and four 

m 

filed bv Israel, officials said. 
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Iraqi minister accuses U.S. 
of costing Jordan contracts 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A senior Iraqi 
official Sunday lashed out ai 
the United States and accused 
it of being responsible for 
United Nations’ refusal to 
approve several Jordanian 
contracts to supply Iraq with 
humanitarian goods in accor- 
dance with the oil-for-food 
deal. 

“Jordan was ranked second 
among the countries that won 
contracts with Iraq,” said 
Iraq’s Trade Minister 
Mohammed Mahdi Saleh, 
but “for political reasons, the 
U.S. refused to approve sev- 
eral contracts by Jordanian 
firms, mainly in the food- 
stuffs sector.” 

“Because of the American 
pressure... Jordan has lost 
many contracts,” Dr. Saleh 
said to reporters following a 
meeting with Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply 
Haiti Mulki and a large group 
of Jordanian exporters at lhe 
Jordan Exports Promotion 
Corporation tJEPC). 

■‘Why did they (U.S.) pre- 
vent Jordan from exporting 
flour and cooking oil to Iraq 
while they have approved 
others offering the same price 
and quality?” the minister 
asked. 

“The delivery of medicine 
and food for Iraq was delayed 
because of the American 
pressure. Iraq lost 25 per cent 
of the contracts it signed with 
other countries, which have 
not approved.” Dr. Saleh 
added. 

According to the oil-for- 
food agreement, witich Iraq 
signed with the U.N. on 
December. Baghdad was 
allowed to export $2 billion 
of oil in exchange of human- 
itarian suppl ies every sis 
months. 

Jordanian firms won $120 
million worth of goods, con- 
sisting mainly of food, medi- 
cine and detergents, but half 
of this amount of contracts 
was approved. 

Last month, the world body 
renewed -the agreement with 
Iraq for another six months. 


“We hope that Jordanian 
firms will win more than 
what they did in the first six 
month.” Dr. Saleh said. 

The minister said that sev- 
eral “foreign” firms were 
black listed by Iraq because, 
“they either failed to fulfil 
their obligations ... or export- 
ed items that were not good 
for use.” 

Dr. Saleh declined to name 
the nationalities of these 
firms, but said that they were 
not Jordanian. 

The Iraqi official said that 
Iraq will import from Syria 
after the two countries agreed 
to launch trade exchange for 
the first time since 1979. 

Syria is a major supplies of 
groins and legume in addition 
to some other countries that 
are not included in the oil- 
for-food agreement, the min- 
ister said. 

“Soap and detergents are 
among ilic items llmf Iraq K 


intending to import from 
Syria. But information avail- 
able to us indicate that the 
production capability of Jor- 
dan is much higher than that 
of Syria.” the minister, who 
arrived from China en route 
to Baghdad, said 

Dr. Saleh said thur Iraq 
wants to increase the trade 
proroeol with Jordan, which 
stands at S255 million annu- 
ally. 

“We will not ask our Jor- 
danian brethren to do what 
they cannot do... but there is 
an Iraqi desire to speed up 
trade cooperation between 
the two countries and 
increase (the protocol) to 
what it was in 1994.” he said. 

Then, the trade protocol 
exceeded $450 million, but at 
the request of the Central 
Bank of Jordan, the Kingdom 
demanded the protocol be 
reduced to $255 million. 
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40 Algerians die in 
rebel attacks 


PARIS (R) — Suspected 
Islamist rebels killed 40 
people, including five- 
month-old twin babies, in 
the latest attacks on civil- 
ians in Algeria, Algerian 

newspapers said Sunday. 

Twenty-one villagers 
were killed by having 
their throats cut overnight 
Thursday-Friday when 
suspected rebels stormed 
Tabouza hamlet in Medea 
province, 70 kilometres 
south of Algiers, said Lib- 
erte and A1 Khabar 
dailies. 

Among the dead were 
five-month-old twin 
babies, four women and 
three elderly men, they 
said. 

A homemade bomb 
exploded near a mosque 
crowded with faithful 
shortly before Muslim 
Friday mass prayers 
killing 1 0 people and 
wounding 20 in Djelfa, 
230 kilometres south of 
Algiers, A1 Watan news- 
paper said. 

Ai Khabar and Liberte 
put the death toll from the 
bomb at between seven 
and 11. 

The newspapers stud the 
bomb went off in a play- 
ground near the mosque in 


a neighbourhood named 
alter President Moham- 
mad Boudiaf, who was 
assassinated by a govern- 
ment security officer in 
June 1992. 

Suspected guerrillas 

slashed the throats of 
eight civilians, including 
five women overnight 
Thursday-Friday in Sidi 
Bakhti hamlet in Tiaret 
province. 220 kilometres 
east of Algiers, Al Khabar 
said. 

The rebels flogged a 
man in the same village a 
night later and then cut his 
throat, the daily said with- 
out giving further details. 

The same night, suspect- 
- ed rebels set ablaze a bak- 
; ery in Imsouhal village in 
?Tizi-Ouzou province, 90 
' kilometres east of Algiers, 
and stole the baker’s car, it 
added. 

Al Khabar said the arson 
was to punish the owner 
for his refusal to pay 
money in a “protection 
racket" run by rebels in 
the area. 

The killings, the latest in 
a series of massacres of 
villagers and other 
attacks, brought to more 
than 700 the number of 
civilians killed in the past 


press 


two months in rebel 
attacks. 

Algerian leaders after 
keeping silent on the vio- 
lence vowed last week to 

pursue “implacably” the 
government's struggle to 

wipe out the guerrillas. 

Government forces, 
meanwhile, killed 18 
rebels in Haouch Miller 
area near Larba, 25 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers in 
the past 48 hours, said Al 
Khabar. The rebel dead 
brought to 29 the number 
shot in the area in a con- 
tinuing military offensive. 

Troops killed more than 
300 rebels in? a massive 
offensive in Blida 
province in July, accord- 
ing to Algerian reports. 

Newspaper commenta- 
tors said the rebels 
stepped up their mas- 
sacres of villagers in 
remote hamlets to avenge 
their dead and boost the 
guerrillas' morale after the 
offensive. 

About 60,000 people 
have died in Algeria's vio- 
lence since early 1 992 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election 
in which radical Islamists 
had taken a commanding 
lead. 



FISTS IN THE AIR: Hizbollah supporters raising fists and chanting Death to 
America' Sunday in the eastern town of Baalbek at the funeral procession of a 
guerrilla killed in an Israeli air raid on a Hizbollah training camp in Janta in east- 
ern Lebanon a day earlier. Fourteen Lebanese — including six Hizbollah guer- 
rillas, seven civilians and a pro-Israeli militiaman — were killed in south 
Lebanon this week. An Israeli soldier was killed and another wounded in a 
Hizbollah attack on Sunday (See story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


i 

fir ’ 


Bahraini crown prince holds 
military talks in Saudi Arabia 


Lebanese ambassador promises 
resistance to Israeli occupation 


WASHINGTON (A Pj — 
Lebanon’s new ambas- 
sador vowed Friday con- 
tinued resistance to the 
foothold Israel has main- 
tained in a southern bor- 
der region and said his 
government will keep 
l inkin g its policies to 
Syria's in a concerted 
drive to end the occupa- 
tion. 

Mohammad Chatah, an 
economist and former 
state banker who took 
over as ambassador in 
June, said Secretary of 
State Madeleine 

Albright's recent decision 
to permit U.S. citizens to 
use their passports for 
travel to Lebanon could 
be the first step toward a 
more active U.S. policy 
in the region. 

Mr. Chatah made no 
mention at a news confer- 
ence of the thousands of 
Syrian troops in 
Lebanon. He said his 
government had linked its 
diplomacy and economic 
policies with Damascus 
and was seeking a coordi- 
nated Mideast settlement. 

In Israel, meanwhile, 
David Bar-Dlan, an 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
said Israel would take 
“appropriate measures” 
to protect its civilians 
from cross-border attack. 
He spoke in response to a 
volley of rockets fired 
from Lebanon that landed 
in northern Israel, 


wounding a woman and 
damaging a synagogue. 

It was the first instance 
of civilian injuries or 
damage from a cross-bor- 
der attack since former 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher arranged an 
agreement last year to 
halt fighting in Lebanon 
between Israel and Shiite 
guerrillas. 

Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai, 
touring the border town 
of Kiryat Shmona where 
two of the rockets landed, 
blamed the Lebanese 
government for failing to 
curb the Hizbollah guer- 
rillas operating in south 
Lebanon. 

“There is every reason 
for concern that things 
are moving in the wrong ^ 
direction, as a whole.'* 
Mr. Chatah said here. 

He said Israel's govern- 
ment had “tried to create 
the illusion it can retain 
its grip on Arab territory 
indefinitely.” He 

described tbe view as a 
futile illusion and vowed 
a continuing Lebanese 
diplomatic effort to force 
Israel to withdraw all its 
troops from the south. 

There, backed by pro- 
Israeli militia, Israel has 
managed to protect its 
northern villages from 
cross-border attack. 
Chatah said tbe Lebanese 
army was strong enough 
to provide security in the 
area. 


“Resistance is going to 
continue,” he said while 
affirming Lebanon's sup- 
port for the Christopher 
accord. 

The ambassador praised 
Ms. Albright’s decision 
to lift a U.S. travel ban, 
but acknowledged the 
continuing U.S. advisory 
that travel in Lebanon 
could be risky was legiti- 
mate. 

However, with Lebanon 
in economic recovery — 
he said monthly house- 
hold income has risen in 
six years to $1,000 from 
$200-250 — the country 
will become safer as will 
travel for investors and 
other foreigners, Mr. 
Chatah said. 

In another example of 
stepped-up U.S. concern, 
the Clinton administra- 
tion Thursday demanded 
that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat “fight ter- 
ror in the same way that 
the Israeli people want to 
see terror fought.” 

First the Palestinian 
leader must arrest “the 
right people” and dis- 
mantle terrorist opera- 
tions in his areas of the 
West Bank. State Depart- 
ment spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

Then, be said, “we will 
be 3ble to declare [the] 
100-per cent effort” nec- 
essary for progress 
toward a Middle East 
peace settlement. 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain's crown prince, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa Al 
Khalifa, has held talks in 
Saudi Arabia on military 
cooperation, newspapers 
reported Sunday. 

Sheikh Hamad, who com- 
mands the armed forces, 
made a brief visit Saturday 
to eastern Saudi Arabia 
across the Causeway from 
Bahrain to meet Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz. 


The crown prince told 
Bahraini newspapers they 
discussed plans “to boost 
cooperation in defence 
between the armed forces 
of the two countries. 

“We consider the Bahrai- 
ni defence force as a com- 
plement to the Saudi forces, 
in the framework of the 
strategy of joint defence of 
the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
[GCC1;' he said. The GCC 
also groups Kuwait. Oman. 


Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Bahrain has since Decem- 
ber 1994 been gripped by 
unrest which has cost at 
least 37 lives. The mainly 
Shiite Muslim opposition 
demands the restoration of 
parliament which was dis- 
solved in 1975 and the 
release of political prison- 
ers. 

Saudi Arabia has offered 
to help its small neighbour 
to restore order. 


Israeli military prisoners 
release their own jailers 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
mutiny at an Israeli mili- 
tary jail ended Sunday 
when prisoners released 
three guards whom they 
had taken hostage and 
returned to their cells, 
the army spokesman 
said. 

Military police and 
special anti -terrorist 

troops were standing by, 
but the mutiny ended 
“without injuries and 
without use of force," the 
spokesman said in a 
press release. 

The jail, prison six, is 
near Atlit in northern 
Israel. 

The prisoners, all 
Israeli soldiers, seized 
nine guards Saturday, but 
released six of them in 
the course of the negotia- 
tions. 

The prisoners accused 
guards of beating and 
humiliating them. 

The leaders of the 
revolt were all serving 
long terms for serious 
crimes such as homicide, 
rape and drug peddling, a 
senior army officer said. 

The prisoners demand- 
ed improved -conditions 
and a written guarantee 


that those who took part 
in the seizure of the 
hostages would not be 
punished. 

However, the army's 
chief of personnel. Major 
General Gideon Sheffer, 
said the prisoners' main 
demand was that they 
sbould not be transferred 
to a civilian prison. 

“This says everything 
about tbe conditions in 
the military prison.” be 
said. “They know they 
will be well treated 
here." 

The army’s policy is to 
transfer prisoners serv- 
ing long terms for non- 
military offences to civil- 
ian jails. 

Nevertheless, it agreed 
in writing not to transfer 
the mutineers, Gen. 
Sheffer said, because 
“there were knives at the 
throats of the guards.” 
He said the army is not 
bound to honour the 
agreement, and “they 
will be treated to the full 
extent of the law.” 

A committee of inquiry 
has been set up to inves- 
tigate the causes of the 
mutiny. 


Turkey detains 
over 800 on 

a 

way to Greece 
illegally 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
authorities have detained SOI 
people, mainly Iraqis, trying to 
enter neighbouring Greece 
illegally in the last two weeks, 
the Anatolian News Agency 
(ANA) reported Sunday. 

Tbe illegal immigrants, 
including 602 Iraqis and 
scores of Syrians, 
Bangladeshis and Africans, 
have been detained in the 
northwestern border province 
of Edime, 200 kilometres west 
of Istanbul, the ANA said. 

They were understood to 
have been seeking asylum in 
Greece or western Europe 
mainly to flee economic hard- 
ships in their home countries, 
it said. In recent years, thou- 
sands of people fleeing mainly 
Iraq and developing Asian 
states, have been using Turkey 
as a intermediate country to 
infiltrate into Greece. 

m 

Apart from the land border 
between Turkey and Greece, 
the immigrants are also using 
Turkish ports to gain access to 
Greek islands in the Aegean 
Sea with boats, a method 
which sometimes results in 
disasters. 


Iran to introduce stricter drug trafficking la^s _ 

. . . 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran plans to introduce tough 1< _ 
tion calling for stiffer punishment for drug smugglers^ 
Iranian newspapers reported Sunday. The decision wag* 
made at a meeting of Iran’s expediency council Satur^ 
day chaired by former President Akbar Hashemi Raffi 
sanjani and attended by President Mohammad KhataJ 
mi. “Mr. Rafsanjani underlined that the punishment of 

drug t raffi ckers is to be made more- severe in the near' 

future” the Tehran Times newspaper reported. TfieJ 
papers did not give details of the new penalties. Iran's 
judiciary and police force bad sent a letter to supreme 
leader Ayatollah AJi Khamenei calling for harsher 
treatment of offenders, the papers reported. Iran is a 
key transit route for drugs, mostly opium from which 
heroin is made, being smuggled to Europe via Tuikey 
from Afghanistan and Pakistan — the so-called “gold- 
en crescent" More than 1,000 people have been exe- 
cuted in Iran since a 1989 law took effect imposing the 
death penalty for possession of five kilogrammes of 
opium or 30 grammes of heroin. 

Bomb in tourist district slightly injures three 

ISTANBUL ( AP) — A bomb planted in a trash can in 
Istanbul's tourist district injured three people Sunday, 
the Anatolia News Agency (ANA) said. Among them 
was a 36-year-old Canadian tourist, who was treated 
for- minor cuts, it said. A Turkish University student 
and a 12-year-old child also sustained minor injuries. 
There was no claim of responsibility for the bombing 
in Sultanahmet district, home of historic sites such as 
the Blue Mosque, Saint Sophia and Topkapi Palace. 
Police told ANA they were looking for two people 
who fled the scene in a car shortly before the explo- 
sion. 

Another Australian victim of Israeli 
bridge collapse dies 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A fourth victim of the collapse of 
a bridge at the opening of the Maccabiah Jewish 
Olympics last month died Sunday, a hospital official 
said. Worin Zeins, 56, died at the intensive care unit of 
Sheba Hospital near Tel Aviv. Cause of death was not 
immediately given. Two people died and 80 were 
injured July 14 when a bridge collapsed as the Aus- 
tralian delegation was crossing it to enter the Ramat- 
Gan Stadium for the opening ceremony of the 15th 
Maccabiah Games. 1 A third died later in hospital of 
complications caused by the polluted water of the 
Yarkon River. 

Iran allocates $5.4 million to quake victims 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has allocated $5.4 million for 
the reconstruction of quake-stricken parts of the east- 
ern region of Biijand, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) reported Sunday. Mohammad Mora- 
dian, head of Biijand Housing Foundation, was quot- 
ed as saying the money would be paid in two instal- 
ments to 1,520 families living in 18 villages in the 
area. Biijand was hit by a force 7.1 earthquake in May 
that killed 1,560 people, injured 2,600 and levelled 
168 villages. So far 1,030 families had received loans 
to rebuild their ruined houses, Mr. Moradian said. He 
said more than 7,000 houses in 94 villages were 
destroyed in the earthquake and 2.750 of them were 
expected to be rebuilt by the end of the current Iranian 
year next March. 

Sudanese lawmakers get year's salary 
up front — Report 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Lawmakers in one of Sudan’s 
state legislative councils have been paid 12 months' 
salary in advance while schoolteachers have not seen a 
paycheque in three months, the Al Sharee Al Syasi 
newspaper reported Sunday. Quoting an informed 
source, the paper said each deputy in the legislative 
council of the state, which it did not name, had 
received about $2,000 in salary payments for the com- 
ing 12 months. The money was reportedly borrowed 
from a commercial bank with a guarantee from the 
state government, “while workers and employees of 
the state are suffering pay delays.” the paper said. 
Schoolteachers in the state are owed three months' 
worth of back pay. the source said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Cartoons 

15:00 Gillette Spots Special 

15 JO Deep Water Haven 

16:00 Animal Show 

1630 Ocean Giri 

17:15 French Programmes 

19=00 News in French 

1930 News Headline 

1935 Neighbours 

20:00 Comedy — Murphy 

Brown 

2030 Babylon 5 

21:10 .............. -Highlander 

22:00 News in English 

2235 _ — .Emergency Room 

23:15 Homicide 

PRAYER TIMES 

0436 Jfcjr 

0532 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16.21 Asr 

1930 .Maghreb 

2035 ...Tsha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth C hu rc h 
Swrifieh. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Safe Church TeL 661757. 





Iferra Sancta Church Tel 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Arm enian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 77 1751. 
Amman Inte r n a tional Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Ev angelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


Aqaba. * 26/39 

: 1813 4 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
A slighr drop in temperature will 
take place with tem p eratures 2-3 
degrees below their seasonal aver- 
age. In Aqaba it win be hot, winds 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min/Max. temp. 

Amman ...... v 2QG0 


Jordan Valley 251 38 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 31, Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings: Amman 35 per cent. 
Aqaba 30 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dt Mukhles Mazahrah S20425 

Dn Wisam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. Mouther Al Khatib -839868 
Dr. Abdid HadiTayyim 6201 15 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmdsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IRB1D: 

Dt Ahmad Qanu 

Al Quds pharmacy .. 

ZARQA: 

De, Zfrad Jgfaaitnn 
Khali feh pharmacy . 


—.281484 
(-) 


992991 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

OH Defence Depart me n t 66) 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pbfoe 192621 1 1 1,637777 

Fire Brigade. .617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

^ft^«&Sewo^Qviptfflris_S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

• H ..... H I — ■ » III H I. ...... — — ......... 7 S / l l l 

Telephone Information (directory 
assis tanc e i 1—1 

Overseas Calls - >.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs _623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia bid. Airport 0S-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmila 630195 


Hussein Medical Goitre -51381302 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas,J. Amman. - .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
Tbe Islamic. Abdali —.666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajieen ....777 1 0 1/3 

AJ-Bashrr. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Aural HospilSf-. — — 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery - 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

! (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

■ ■•.•iiullHIHIiailliMIHH 1 "" 1 ' (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital. (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 


Hospital 


IRBDD: 


Princess 

Basma 

Greek 

Catholic 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

AQABA: 

■ 

Princess 

Haya 


Hospital 

(02)272275 

Hospital 

(02)247100 

Hospital 


(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights out be 
supplied on plume OS (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 

0930 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1035 .Beirut (RJ) 

14:00 - .Tunis (add) (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

17:15 — - -....Cairo i RJ) 

1735 Milan (RJ) 

1730 .London (RT) 

19:00 — Bangkok (RJ) 

1930 — Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
22:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
04:10 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
Other Flights 

13:45 Khartoum (SD) 


14:10 Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

14:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

1630 —Doha(QR) 

1930 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:15.- - -Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22. 15.. , an o (l^S ) 

2330 Athens (OA) 

0130 ..Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:05 ....Tel Aviv (KW) 

08:25 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

09:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

1030 Aqaba (RW) 

12:10 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

13:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

2230 — Aqaba (RW) 

2330 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

®fc45 .Beirut (RJ) 

09:10 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:45 Milan (RJ; 

1135 ..Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
1230 -Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
13:15 ..Cairo (RJ) 


1335 

13:35 

17:45 

21:45 

22:05 

2235 

23:00 

23:45 

2339 


.London (RJ) 


.Frankfurt (RJ) 

.Barcelona (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) ; 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

-Al ’Ain, Abu Dhabi (.RJ) 
..Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

- Sanaa (RJ) [ 

Damascus (RJ) 


1 


Other Flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:10 Irfw don (BA) 

15:00 —Bahrain (GF) 

15:00 Khartoum (SD) 

1530 Vienna (OS)! 

1730 Doha (QR) I 

21:10 „.,Tel Aviv (LY) i 

23:15. Cairo (MS) ‘ 

2335 Damascus, Plans (AF) 

0230 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) j 

Royal Wings (RW) 

0630 Amman (Marka Airport) I 
(RW) i 

0730 .TdAviv(KW): 

0835 Amman (QAIA) (RW) | 

0930 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

11:20 Aqaba (RW); 

12:40 Amman (QAIA) (RW j 

2130 —-Amman (QAIA) (RW) | 
2230 Aqaba (RW)| 
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HRH Prince Ali Ben Ai Hussein Sunday donates blood during a special campaign, 
organised by the West Amman Rotary Club in cooperation with the National 
Blood Bank and the Ministry or Health and Medical Care. The campaign aims at 
encouraging people to donate blood to help save lives I Petra photo) 


Fouith term of archaeological 
excavations completed at Saad 


IRBID i Petra) — A Fac- 
ulty of Anthropology 
and Antiquities team, 
from Yarmouk Univer- 
sity. working in con- 
junction with a leant 
from the University of 
Arkansas, has complet- 
ed a fourth term of 
archaeological excava- 
tions at (he ancient site 
of Ssad in r he Mafraq 
Govemorate. 

A university statement 
Sunday maintained that 
the fourth term digs 
aimed at unearthing the 
greatest number of 
human skeletons from 
cemeteries which date 
back to later eras of 
Roman rule. 

The teams are seeking 


to study social patterns 
of the Romans in that 
area, the diseases from 
which they suffered, 
economic activities and 
the crops they cultivat- 
ed, according to Dean 
of the Faculty of 
Anthropology and 
Antiquities Mahmoud 
Najjar. 

Excavarors have found 
more than 50 skeletons 
as well as a collection 
of jewellery, lanterns 
and coloured glass 
flasks in the fourth 
term, he added. 

According to Dr. Naj- 
jar, the initial studies of 
these artefacts indicate 
the presence of different 
types of graves: orderly 


graves for the higher 
classes and randomly 
scattered graves fur the 
poor. 

He also affirmed that 
the artefacts demon- 
strated that these set- 
tlers enjoyed good 
health and consumed 
nutritious food. 

According to Dr Naj- 
jar, digs in the previous 
three terms at the same 
site revealed a mosque 
and church, both con- 
structed in ihe Islamic 
Ummayad era, along 
with u grape press, sev- 
eral graves and skele- 
tons. 


Faculty perfects techniques for 
environmentally safe animal feed 


By Nadia Mukhiis 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The University of Jordan’s 
Faculty of Agriculture is in the process 
of developing" new techniques to produce 
animal feed from waste products, in 
order to reduce cost while safeguarding 
the environment. 

A tonne of soybeans costs JD 300. and 
the Kingdom's need for the product can 
be reduced through using the remnants 
of local products." 

“[The residue of these products] can 
cause environment pollution if left 
untreated, [and simultaneously] we can 
reduce the volume of imports," accord- 
ing to food biotechnology specialist 
Malik Haddadin. 

These new techniques include the pro- 
duction of animal feed from olives and 
tomato pomace, the bioconversion of 
olives into ethanol and citric acid, the 
production of ethanol and citric acids 
from whey, the reduction of cholesterol 
in eggs, and the use of algae for water 
purification. Dean of the University of 
Jordan's Faculty of Agriculture Bassam 
Snobar explained. 

Scientific experimentation began in 
1989 with a project entitled “Biotechno- 
logical applications for the development 
of agriculture in Jordan,” supported by 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency (C1DA) in cooperation with 
McGill University in Canada. 

The project was initiated by the Facul- 
ty of Agriculture and is to be completed 
by the end of this year. Dr. Snobar said. 

“The project included research con- 
ducted by scientists and students at the 
faculty," he explained. 

According to Dr. Haddadin. the great- 
est achievements heretofore accom- 
plished have been the reduction of the 
cholesterol levels in eggs through the 
addition of dietary adjuncts such as lac- 
tobaciilus acidophilus to poultry feed, 
the modification of olive pomace into 
high protein ani mal feed and the trans- 
formation of dairy waste products into 
other forms of useful output. 

Jordan suffers from animal feed short- 
ages and the commonly used soybean 
incurs high costs, he added. 

Olive pomace, of which an annual 
40,000 tonnes is discarded, and tomato 


pomace, dumped by tomato paste facto- 
ries, all cause environmental pollution. 
Dr. Haddadin maintained. 

“We have transformed the olive 
pomace into a high protein poultry feed." 
he stated. “The results have been very 
encouraging both in terms of the birds* 
growth and the economic value." 

“Agricultural industries must promote 
societal benefits und decrease any nega- 
tive environmental impact to finally 
reduce imports [used] for animal feed." 
Dr. Haddadin affirmed. 

Up to 50 per cent of the soybean con- 
sumption in the Kingdom has been 
replaced by the new product as a first 
step towards a total substitution at a later 
date, stated Shakib Abdul Rahim, a spe- 
cialist in poultry science at the Faculty of 
Agriculture. 

Laboratory tests are still underway 
before [total substitution can be 
achieved]. Dr. Abdul Rahim maintained. 

The project's second stage will be the 
prevention of poultry infections such as 
Salmonella or Escherichia Coli, he 
added. 

Factory waste can also be used in the 
production of costly industrial chemi- 
cals. such as acetic acids and purified 
alcohol. Dr Abdul Rahim said. 

Purified alcohol used for medical pur- 
poses can cost up to JD 900 per tonne, 
while the same amount of olive pomace 
is acquired for JD 10, Dr. Haddadin 
explained. 

He affirmed that such methods are 
commonly used in those Mediterranean 
countries renowned for their prodigious 
olive cultivation. 

A pilot blueprint for a factor/ spe- 
cialised in transforming agricultural 
waste will be built before that of a larger 
factory intended for trade purposes, 
according to Dr. Haddadin. 

Studies are underway to produce a spe- 
cific kind of algae for wastewater purifi- 
cation, which, after fermentation, can 
later be used as poultry feed, he stared. 

“This will solve major problems such 
as cleaning wastewater, reducing envi- 
ronmental pollution and producing high- 
protein animal feed." Dr. Haddadin con- 
cluded. “Subsequent to the addition of 
local biological products, animal feed 
can be produced at a lesser cost." 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITION 

* Photography exhibition by Claudia Pedotti at the Jordan Arts and Crafts Cen- 
tie/Artisana, Jabal Ainrnao, second. Circle (Tel. 647858) until Aug. 16. 
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Government will not Impede dialogue with political group 


f 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment will noi impede dialogue 
wiih the Kingdom's various polit- 
ical groups, and will take every 
possible step to ensure fair and 
free elections. Prime Minister 
Abdul Saturn Mujali announced 
Sundav. 

wf 

Emerging from a special Cabi- 
net session, convened at the Min- 
istry of Interior to review arrange- 
ments for the upcoming parlia- 
mentary elections. Dr. Mujali 
affirmed that he was briefed by 
Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid, 
as well ;ls various governors, on 
voter registration procedures as 
well us Ollier relevant issues. 

He reported the government's 
satisfaction with achievements 
heretofore achieved. 

“{Today s] briefing revealed that 
the [electoral] process is sound 
and continuing as planned." Dr. 
Majali asserted. “And we have 
directed Uv:al governors to pursue 
the registration process.’’ 

“We have explained io local 
governors that the government 
represents all Jordanians and does 
not favour one puny over another 
as it does not support one political 
group at the expense of another." 
lu- maintained. ’The government 
is open to all and encourages all 
eligible Jordanians to vote in the 
upcoming elections and urges all 
persons, who arc eligible io run 
lor office, to not hesitate to do so. 
thereby helping to fulfil their 
respect i ve comniun i tv’s needs . '* 

“The registration process is pro- 
gressing very well, and there have 
been no objections reported on the 
part of any group," the prime min- 
ister stated. “In fact, the number of 
persons registering to vote has 
exceeded all expectations." 

The Ministry of Interior has also 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salani Majali and Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid discuss developments of this 
year's general elections, scheduled for Nov. 4 (Petra photo) 


been handling those voters w ish- 
ing to register in a new constituen- 
cy. 

Recent figures state that nearly 
10.000 persons have registered in 
constituencies different from 
those in which they had registered 
for the previous elections. 

"The government is asaibble 
for dialogue with alt political par- 
ties regardless of their intention t-i 
boycott the elections." Dr. Majali 
confirmed. “We are willing to dia- 
logue with any group." 

“Both the opposition and the 
government are constituted of 
members of the Jordanian society 
and, therefore, we do not conflict 
with each other as we all work for 
higher national interests.'’ he stat- 
ed. “As we do not conceal any- 


thing. neither do we accept any 
conditions dictated by others and 
nor do we impose them." 

“Various factions have been reg- 
istering for the elections and this 
j occurrence J is cause for delight 
as it senes as an indicator that the 
majority [of the population! will 
participate in the elections." Dr. 
Majali remarked. 

During the meeting. Mr. Rashid 
submitted a briefing to the prime 
minister and Cabinet ministers 
regarding registration procedures 
as well us measures undertaken to 
ensure fair and free elections. 

Mr. Rashid reported that the 
Ministry of Interior has formed an 
information committee to promote 
public awareness regarding the 
importance of elections in democ- 


ratic systems. 

Aug. Io is the deadline for voter 
registration for those citizens who 
have not registered in the previous 
elections, or citizens who have 
reached the participatory age of 
19. he said. 

A total of l4o.25o citizens have 
heretofore registered raising the 
total number of eligible \oters to 
1.737.234. Mr. Rashid stated. 

The Ministry of Interior has 
prepared 1.334 polling booths w iih 
a combined total of 3.6o3 ballot 
boxes, and has assigned the task 
of talking the votes to 1.065 com- 
minces, he said. 

This is an increase over the 746 
committees entrusted with the 
same task during the 19^3 elec- 
tions. according to the minister. 



overament for dialogue standstill 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Five opposition 
parties, which have declared their 
intention to boycott the upcoming 
parliamentary elections, Sunday 
censured the government for fail- 
ing to dialogue with political 
groups previous to the upcoming 
elections, scheduled for Nov. 4. 

A statement issued by the Islam- 
ic Action Front, the Jordan Arab 
Constitutiunal Front, the National 
Action Front, the Jordan People's 
Democratic Party (Hashd) and AI 
Ansar stated that a joint meeting 
was convened “in order to... 
endorse necessary steps... for the 
elections boycott and approve 
methods for the presentation of 
views to the Jordanian public." 

According to the statement, these 
five ponies are “currently prepar- 
ing a national plan of action tack- 
ling the socio-political and democ- 
ratic aspects of their position in 
regards to guaranteeing democrat- 
ic parliamentary representation, 
the separation and independence 
of [the judicial, legislative and the 
executive branches], baiting intim- 
idation on the part of the executive 
authority against political parties, 
while also ceasing any encroach- 
ment on public freedoms and citi- 
zen rights.” 

The five panics have decided to 
organise seminars in their respec- 
tive headquarters to justify their 
stands to the public “in light of the 
political crisis presently facing the 
country.” the statement said. 

AI Mustakbol has also declared 


Parly submits ‘ confidence- 
building 5 electoral proposals 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity Party 
(JDPUP) Sunday discussed pro- 
posals which, it said, might build 
confidence between the govern- 
ment and opposition parties, as 
well as create a positive climate 
for the upcoming general elec- 
tions. 

In a statement published by AI 
Ra’i Arabic daily. JDPUP Secre- 
tary General Musa Manila 
described his party's proposals as 
including consensus-building to 
ensure majority participation in 
fair and free elections. 

The government can declare its 
commitment to reach political 
groups as well as announce a 
proper mechanism for introducing 
an alternate modem elections law 
subsequent to the [November] 
elections, he asserted. 

Mr. Manila's party belongs to 
the opposition bloc, however, has 
not declared a boycott of the 1997 

its inrention to boycott the Novem- 
ber parliamentary elections, but 
did not attend the Sunday meeting. 

On July 28. the 11 opposition 
parties convened but failed to take 
a final decision regarding a collec- 
tive boycott of the upcoming elec- 
tions as five were in favour and six 


elections. 

The JDPUP presented the fol- 
lowing proposals: . . 

• That the government suspend 
implementation of the Press and 
Publications Law until its 
endorsement by the next Parlia- 
ment. 

• That a judiciary commission 
supervise elections as well as a 
campaign organised to urge wide- 
spread electoral participation. 

• That the government play a 
neutral role in the elections 
process. 

• That the media track electoral 
progress, despite a lack of televi- 
sion time for candidates to present 
their platforms to the public. 

• Thai the government permit 
candidates to organise rallies and 
public seminars in open fields and 
indoor facilities, including profes- 
sional union headquarters, to 
delineate their respective pro- 
grammes. 

opposed to the proposition. 

However, all opposition parties 
have stated their opposition to the 
one-person, one-vote system as 
well as temporary laws, which the 
government has a right to enact 
without prior parliamentary 
approval. 


Meanwhile, six opposition par- 
ties Sunday linked their participa- 
tion in the forthcoming parliamen- 
tary elections to the government's 
response to nine conditions. 

The Popular Unity Party, the 
Communist Party, the Jordanian 
.Arab Bu'aih Socialist Party, the 
Arab Baath Progressive Party. AI 
Haq Party and the Arab Land Parry 
stated that participation in the gen- 
eral elections constitutes the basis 
of the democratic process depen- 
dant on guarantees of electoral 
integrity. 

Secretary General of A! Haq 
Mohammad Zu'bi maintained that 
his party would boycott elections, 
although it did not officially 
announce such position in order to 
safeguard opposition unity. 

Mr. Zu'bi asserted that he would 
meet with the general overseer of 
the Muslim Brotherhood Tuesday 
in a bid to reach common ground 
regarding the electoral boycott. 

Fouad Dubbour, spokesman for 
the Arab Ba’ath Progressive Party, 
reported his party's belief in dia- 
logue provided that conditions 
submitted to the government are 
met. 

The Arab Ba'ath Progressive 
Party will announce its final deci- 
sion also bused on the govern- 
ment's response. 

The National Constitutional 
Parry Sunday confirmed its partic- 
ipation in the upcoming elections, 
according to its secretary general, 
Abdul Hadi Majali. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King sends condolence cable 


AMMAN fPetra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day sent a cable to Qatari leader Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa AI Thani. expressing his sympathy and heart- 
felt condolences over the death of Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Ben Suheim AI Thani. 

■ 

King Hussein Bridge opened 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein Bridge was 
yesterday opened for traffic to the West Bank. How- 
ever. die bridge will remain closed for traffic to Gaza. 
The bridge was closed less ihan two weeks ago fol- 
lowing two suicide bombs in west Jerusalem. 

40,600 tonnes of produce exported 

.AMMAN i.Peua.) — Jordan last month exported 
40,600 tonnes of fruit and vegetables, worth JD 6.95 
million, according to Agricultural Marketing Corpo- 
ration l AMC) sources. According to the sources. 46.5 
per cent of the expqsr< were received by the United 
Arab Emirates tUAE), followed by Kuwait with 24.S 
per cent, Qatar with 13.6 per cent and Bahrain with 
12.7 per cent. Tomatoes lopped the exports with 
19,410 tonnes shipped, followed bv 5.956 tonnes of 
watermelons, and 2.692 tonnes of cucumbers. 

Jordan, Egypt sign agreement 

CAIRO t Petra) — Jordan and Egypt Sunday signed 
an agreement of scientific and technical cooperation. 
The agreement stipulates that both sides will 


exchange expertise and technical information. They 
are also to undertake applied research in scientific 
and technical fields. The nvo con nines also agreed to 
sei up joint projects, including the manufacturing of 
spare parts and high quality phosphoric acid, while 
preparing joint projecis to prevent corrosion in indus- 
trial and mineral installations und water networks. 
The agreement was signed by Rovai Scientific Soci- 
ety President Said Alloush as well as Egyptian Presi- 
dent of Non-Precious Metal Research and Develop- 
ment Adel Nolal. 

Water exhibition opened 

AMMAN t.Pelraj — To mark His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s accession to the Thame. Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther Haddadin Sunday inaugurated a 
poster exhibition, entitled “Water and Lite." organ- 
ised by the Water Authority of Jordan in cooperation 
with the Applied Sciences University. The five-day 
exhibition, held at the Royal Cultural Centre, will 
include 58 posters outlining the water shortage in Jor- 
dan and suggested resolutions thereto. 

Intellectual figure of 1997 named 

AMMAN I Petra) — The Union of Jordanian Pub- 
lishers Sunday named President of the Royal Acad- 
emy for Islamic Civilisation Research tAL ai Bait 
Foundation) Nasser Adin Assad as the leading intel- 
lectual figure for 1997 in appreciation of his intel- 
lectual contributions to Arabic culture. Dr. Assad's 
publications and books will be displayed at a special 


pavilion in the Seventh international Book Exhibi- 
tion. to be held at the Amman International Automo- 
bile Exhibition from Oct. 23 to Nov. I. 

Yugoslav Airways opens flight 

AMMAN i Petra) — A Yugoslax Airways plane Sun- 
day landed at Queen Alia International Airport, 
heralding the resumption of air (lights between 
Amman and Belgrade. Earlier this year. Yugoslav 
Airways signed an agreement with the Civil Aviation 
Authority iCAA) and Royal Jordanian tRJi to oper- 
ate a weekly flight to Amman. RJ is currently study- 
ing the possibility of operating a weekly flight to Bel- 
grade. 

Palestinians leave for Mecca 

AMMAN t Petra i — A total of 2.150 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories in Palestine Sunday left 
for Saudi Arabia to perform the lesser pilgrimage to 
Mecca and x'isit the Prophet's tomb in Medina. 

Turks visit Jordanian university 7 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Turkish delegation, comprising 
teachers of Arabic and Islamic studies at Turkish uni- 
versities. Sunday visited the University' of Jordan 
where they met with Dean of the Faculty of Sharia' 
(Islamic law) Mahmoud Sartawi. who briefed them 

on the faculty's role in student education. The dele- 
■ 

a at ion also toured the campus and educational facili- 
ties therein. 
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Fig htin g flares in Tajikistan 
capital ; president seeks help 


DUSHANBE (R) — Small- 
arms fire was heard in the 
Tajik capital Dushanbe Sun- 
day, a day after fighting 
erupted between two rival 
armed bands and caused do- 
zens of casualties. 

Russian military sources 
said President Imomali Ra- 
khmonov was planning to 
ask Russian-led peacekeep- 
ing troops from the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States in Dushanbe to take 
over the city's security. 

The peacekeepers' man- 
date ran out on July 30 but 
leaders of the 12-nation CIS 
grouping of ex-Soviet coun- 
tries have a verbai agree- 
ment to keep their forces in 
Tajikistan to help it emerge 
from a civil war which 
ended in a peace deal last 
June. 

Parts of the north of the 
capital where there was 
fighting on Saturday were 
quiet but witnesses said fir- 
ing could be heard further 
out from the centre early 


Sunday. 

Saturday's fighting sent 
residents fleeing and Rus- 
sia's NTV said five people 
had been killed and 12 in- 
jured 

The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross said 
it gave a Dushanbe hospital 
medicines to treat 40 woun- 
ded people. 

A source in the presiden- 
tial guard said Saturday that 
the guard was fighting the 
forces of a maverick gov- 
ernment commander. Colo- 
nel Makhmud Khudoybend- 
yev, 30 kilometers m south 
of Du-shanbe in the 
Fakhrobad valley and that 
.Col. Khu-doyberdyev was 
i trying to get to Dushanbe. 

He said two of his men had 
been killed and three wound- 
ed in the valley and that more 
of Col. Khudoy-berdyev’s 
forces were 22 kilometers 
west of the capital. 

Col. Khudoyberdyev. who 
has mutinied twice and is 
seen by Western observers 


as a potential coup-maker, 
had said he wanted Sukhrob 
Kasimov, a rival armed 
leader, to leave the capital. 

He could not be reached 
for comment Sunday but 
Russia's ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted him as say- 
ing lie would not try to take 
Dushanbe and that be would 
follow the president’s 
orders. 

“Units of the Rapid-Reac- 
tion Brigade under my com- 
mand have no intention of 
attacking Dushanbe” he 
told TASS by telephone. 

Blasts from „* rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and a pall 
of black smoke over Du- 
shanbe's northern district 
Saturday spelled the end of 
a truce which representa- 
tives of the CIS peacekeep- 
ing troops said they negoti- 
ated for 2.30 p.m. 

A spokesman for the 
peacekeepers identified the 
commanders fighting in 
Dushanbe as Yakub Sali- 
mov. a tax official and a 


nominally pro-government 
warlord, and Col Kasimov, 
chief of an elite unit of Inte- 
rior Ministry troops. 

Col. Khudoyberdyev, who 
commands an elite armou- 
red brigade, has ambivalent 
relations with the govern- 
ment. 

The Tajik government and 
the republic's armed Isla- 
mist opposition signed the 
June agreement to end a 
civil war which killed tens 
of thousands of people and 
displaced many more. 

But Col. Khudoyberdyev 
said last week the return of 
up to 500 armed Islamist 
opposition guerrillas to Du- 
shanbe. which the accord 
provides for. would provoke 
fresh bloodshed. 

A ceasefire has largely 
held since December but a 
kaleidoscopic array of 
armed bands threaten stabil- 
ity in the impoverished re- 
public of 5.7 million which 
borders Afghanistan and 
China. 


Photos confirm Britain’s 
Diana has found new love 


( 

LONDON (R) — The pub- 
lication of photographs 
showing Britain's Princess . 
Diana in passionate embra- . 
ces with a 42-year-old film 
producer confirmed specu- 
lation that she has found a 
new love. 

The fuzzy long-distance 
photographs of Princess 
Diana with Dodi Fayed, son 
of multi-millionaire Har- 
rods boss Mohammed Al- 
Fayed, filled eight pages of 
the Sunday Mirror newspa- 
per. 

They showed the couple, 
clad only in swimming cos- 
tumes. kissing and embrac- 
ing and sunbathing together 
aboard Mr. Mohammed Al- 
Fayed's luxury yacht moo- 
red in the Mediterranean 
last week. 

“Pictures that prove she 
has found her prince,'' said 
the Mirror's headline. 

The Tabloid quoted Prin- 
cess Diana as telling friends 
that she expected her new 
love, who is now in Los 
Angeles on business for his 
film producing company, to 


propose mamage. 

“The next time I see him. 
I am expecting an engage- 
ment ring," it quoted her as 
telling friends. 

The romance is reported 
to have begun two weeks 
ago when Princess Diana 
and her two sons holidayed 
with Mr. Mohammed Al- 
Fayed and bis family in the 
south of France. 

Tabloid newspapers said 
Mr. Dodi Fayed took the 
opportunity during that hol- 
iday to invite Princess Dia- 
na for the second, more inti- 
mate, cruise. 

The photographs, taken 
by an Italian photographer, 
have been the subject of -a 
bidding war for the past 
week. Paris Match) is also 
expected to publish theni. 

Princess Diana, 36. has 
been linked with several 
men since her divorce from 
heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles last year, but she 
has not been seen in public 
with any of them. 

She has complained that 
no man would be interested 


in her because of the con- 
stant media attention she 
attracts. 

The rumours about Prin- 
cess Diana’s new love have 
overshadowed her visit to 
Bosnia in her campaign for 
a ban on landmines. 

The princess met land- 
mine victims in the former 
Yugoslav Republic Satur- 
day, the first day of her 
three-day visit. 

The Bosnia trip followed 
a spate of bad press over 
Princess Diana's holiday in 
the south of France with the 
Al-Fayed family. 

Many in the Conservative 
Party blame Mr. Moham- 
med AL-Hayed for their de- 
feat in the May . general 
election after his revelation 
to newspapers that several 
Conservative politicians ac- 
cepted money to ask ques- 
tions in parliament on his 
behalf. 

Princess Diana's anti- 
landmine campaign has also 
fallen foul of Conservatives 
who say the royals should 
stay out of politics. 


Castro: Ex-Co mmunis t 
countries suffering 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro said 
the former Communist 
countries of the old Soviet 
bloc were suffering the 
“trauma of disaster." 

In remarks broadcast Sa- 
turday, he said the former 
East European Communist 
countries were suffering the 
“triumph of reaction” and a 
“world counter- re volution.” 
Mr. Castro made his com- 
ments to Cuban journalists 
late Friday after a meeting 
of international trade unions 
against “neo-liberalism ” 

Mr. Castro said he did not 
want to talk about the prob- 
lems suffered by the former 
east bloc Communist coun- 
tries. but added people 
should be aware of what it 
was like to return to capital- 


ism. 

The Cuban leader, in 
power since the 1959 revo- 
lution that toppled former 
dictator Fulgencio Batista, 
has defied predictions Cu- 
ba's own one-party Com- 
munist system would col- 
lapse after the island lost its 
main political, economic 
and military ally the former 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Castro has made some 
cautious economic reforms 
but vowed that he was not 
taking Cuba along the road 
to capitalism. 

Mr. Castro’s comments 
were broadcast by Cuban 
state television Saturday. 
The Cuban leader, who 
turns 71 Tuesday, has been 
silent in public in recent 
months. 


He has appeared, but not 
made a speech, at several 
events in the last few weeks, 
including the opening and 
closing of an international 
leftist youth festival in 
Havana July 28- Aug 5, and 
ceremonies marking the 
anniversary of the July 26. 
1953 launch of his rebel 
struggle. 

Mr. Castro's last public 
speech was April 4 and the 
last time Cuban state media 
reported him talking with 
journalists was May 1. 
which has led to speculation 
in some quarters that he 
may be ill. But the Cuban 
leader has been known iu 
the past to lapse into public 
silence for several months 
at a time. 


Dominican Republic hands 
over ETA members to Spain 


MADRID (R) — The Do- 
minican Republic Saturday 
expelled three members of 
Lhe Basque separatist guer- 
rilla group ETA who are 
wanted in Spain. 

The three arrived at Tor- 
rejon Military Base near 
Madrid shortly before mid- 
night (2200 GMT) aboard a 

Spanish air force plane. 
Interior Ministry sources 
said. 

Upon arrival, they were 
examined by a doctor and 
then taken separately in 
camouflaged police cars 
under heavy security to a 
Madrid jail. Spanish state 
radio said the three would 
go before a high court judge 
Sunday for an initial hear- 
ing. 


“This ends a situation 
which is an anomaly, an 
exception from the judicial 
and international perspec- 
tive and which was com- 
pletely pointless,” Spain's 
Interior Minister Jaime Ma- 
yor Oreja said at a news 
conference called to an- 
nounce the expulsions. 

The expulsions were a 
coup for the Spanish gov- 
ernment which has been 
pressing for increased inter- 
national cooperation to fight 
ETA since the rebels killed 
Basque town councillor 
Miguel Angel Blanco last 
month. The assassination 
provoked national outrage. 

The expelled men were 
identified as Eugenio Et- 
xenbeste. Alias Antxon, 


Ignacio Aracoma Mendio. 
Alias Macario, and Jose 
Maria Ganchegiz. 

State radio said they were 
key activists in ETA in the 
past and have lived in the 
Dominican Republic since 
1989. 

Mr. Etxebeste was ETA's 
number two from 1978- 
1985 and headed the 
group’s delegation to failed 
peace talks with the former 
Socialist government in 
Algeria in 1989. 

He is accused by a Spa- 
nish High Court judge of 
ordering attacks in Spain 
from the Dominican Repub- 
lic. 


Burma 
daily links 
Aung San 
Suu Kyi to 
‘terrorism’ 

RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 
ma's state-run press Sun- 
day linked opposition lea- 
der Aung San Suu Kyi to 
acts of anarchy and terror- 
ism and claimed she was in 
the pay of Western colo- 
nialists. 

“Daw (Mrs.) Suu Kyi is a 
traitor to the nation and 
colonialists' cohort who 
believe)^ and applied ter- 
rorism,” a commentary in 
the New Light of Myanmar 
daily said. 

The long commentary 
also raised the issue of 
racial purity, saying Ms. 
Aung San Suu Kyi “has no 
desire to safeguard the 
race.” 

After marrying a Briton, 
“she gave birth to children 
who have blood of colo- 
nialists without any shame 
instead of the blood of the 
national leaders.” 

It compared her to “gar- 
bage" and “refuse." and 
said the pro-democracy 
movement she led from 
1988 until being placed 
under house arrest the fol- 
lowing year bad been 
"overshadowed” by the 
influence of Washington. 

In 19SS. “Daw Suu Kyi 
was a piece of refuse drift- 
ing with the tides of anar- 

Imp 

chistic insurgency which 
was brought into shape like 
a democracy revolution.” it 
said. 

Even after her release in 
July 1995. she was invol- 
ved In “schemes to insti- 
gate unlawful acts, incite 
riot and create anarchic 
acts.” 

“Though she shouted 
democracy, she was practi- 
cally gripping anarchism 
and terrorism.” it said. 

The commentary alleged 
she had accepted “cash 
awards" for honors given 
by colonialists, as well as 
direct financial assistance. 

The virulent attack sug- 
gested she had been less 
than grateful for leniency 
shown during almost six 
years under house arrest at 
her home. 

She was able to see her 
husband and sons freely, 
medical care was provided 
at government expense and 
military authorities “sin- 
cerely and patiently ex- 
plained" the political situa- 
tion to her. the commentary 
said. 

Unusually, the article 
referred to her repeatedly 
as Daw (Mrs.) Suu Kyi — 
the normal form of address 
for Burmese women wbo 
do not take their husbands' 
names. Previously, the offi- 
cial media had called her 
Mrs. Michael Axis. 

The article published 
Sunday was part of a 
series. Rangoon dailies re- 
gularly cany commentaries 
in two or three parts. 
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Mouijners gather around the shrouded bodies of 4 of at least 6 people killed by gunmen Saturday in K h a n g a rh 
trict of Pakistan's central province of Punjab in the latest of a wave of Muslim sectarian violence. At least 145^ 
pie have been killed in Punjab this year in attacks blamed on militants from the majority Sunni and the minoj 
Shiit^ sects of Islam (Reuter photo.) \ 

Pakistan deploys extra forces in 


LAHORE (AFP) — The 
Pakistani authorities or- 
dered paramilitary troops 
deployed in Punjab pro- 
vince Sunday in a bid to halt 
sectarian violence which 
has left more than 40 dead 

in 10 davs. 

* 

The provincial adminis- 
tration requested extra para- 
military units “to curb rising 
incidents of lawlessness and 
sectarian-related violence.” 
according to an official 
statement. 

Troops will move into the 
provincial capital of Lahore 
and other major cities late 
Sunday and take up posi- 
tions at sensitive sites, 
guard mosques during con- 
gregations and perform 
night patrols, officials said. 

Men were banned from ri- 
ding as pillion passengers 
on motorcycles for at least 
30 days. Most of the recent 
attacks have been carried 
out by gunmen who have 
opened fire while on the 
back of motorbikes. 

Attacks Saturday, blamed 
on rival Shiite and Sunni 
Muslim sects, claimed 16 
lives. 


Ten Shiites were killed by 
six unidentified gunmen in 
Sheikhupura. near Lahore. 
Another six died in a pre- 
dawn attack Saturday in the 
village of Mondka, near 
Multan. 

Violence has escalated in 
the run up to the 50th anni- 
versary of Pakistan's inde- 
pendence on Aug. 14. 

More than 150 people 
have been killed in sectarian 
violence this year, putting 
pressure on the six-month 
old government of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. Mr. 
Sharif” s younger brother 
Shahbaz Sharif is chief min- 
ister in Punjab. 

The violence has wors- 
ened since the start of the 
month. 

Nine Sunni worshippers 
were killed by gunmen who 
opened fire on a mosque in 
Lahore last Wednesday 
while three died in a bomb 
blast during prayers in 
another Sunni mosque in 
Multan. 

. Eight -Shutes -were- killed- 
in Shorekot Friday. About a 
dozen doctors, lawyers and 
activists of Shiite and Sunni 


Muslim parties have also 
been killed in individual 
attacks in the sectarian ven- 
detta, police said. 

The mounting violence is 
“really disturbing,” said one 
police official who request- 
ed anonymity. 

It started with tit-for-tat 
killings and the revenge 
attacks by rival sect mili- 
tants. Each time a doctor 
was killed on one side, a 
doctor from the other would 
be targeted, the same went 
for lawyers and other 
groups. 

But the pattern now ap- 
pears to have become multi- 
ple murders, he said, refer- 
ring to the recent gun and 
bomb attacks on Sunni mos- 
ques during prayers and 
shooting on Shiites in shops 
and markets. 

Many people think the 
incidents are not just part of 
a sectarian vendetta, said 
Rana Jawad, an analyst in 
Lahore. 

The killings are being car- 
ried out with some “sinister 
motive" apparently to desta- 
bilise the government in 
Punjab province, the most 



important in Pakistan’s pp! 
tical life, he said. 

Citing Saturday’s attack.; 
Shiekhupara, he said 
tims included two 
Muslims also who were 
ting in a Shiite shop. 

The agriculturally, 
and industrially affli 
Punjab is home to about.) 
per cent of the country's 
135 million population. 

A peaceful atmosphere 
and stable government in 
Punjab is seen as crucial for 
the national government as 
two-thirds of deputies come 
from the province. 

Both the president and 
prime minister come from 
Punjab. 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari, was quoted by 
newspapers as saying Fri- 
day “a foreign hand is be- 
hind the terrorism." 

Stressing the need for 
stronger intelligence .ageib. 
cies, Mr. Leghari said 
“unfriendly forces are tak- 
ing advantage of the acts of 
terrorism.” He did not name 
any country in the attack 


Congress pressures Sonia Gandhi to take over 


CALCUTTA (AFP) — So- 
nia Gandhi, the widow of 
slain Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, was under 
renewed pressure Sunday to 
take over the leadership of 
the Congress IT) Party. 

Congress leaders told the 
party's national convention 
on its final day here that the 
50-year-old Italian -born 
Gandhi should put aside her 
reluctance and plunge into 
active politics. 

“She has to lead us.” said 
Madhavrao Scindia, a for- 
mer federal minister, draw- 
ing applause from thou- 
sands of delegates. “Sonia 
Gandhi shares Rajiv Gan- 
dhi's vision of a new India 
and understands it better 
than many of us.” 

Former Minister Aijun 
Singh said the Congress, 
which keeps India's minori- 
ty government in office. 


would benefit immensely 
from her leadership. 

“She should take over the 
leadership of the party," he 
said. “Millions of Congress 
workers are looking to her 
for guidance." 

Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi, a 
vocal Congress parliamen- 
tarian from Calcutta, added, 
“the rank and file want her to 
take over the reins of leader- 
ship. She should not disap- 
point them." 

The appeals to Mrs. Sonia 
Gandhi came a day after she 
electrified the Congress ses- 
sion with a five-minute 
speech in which she warned 
the party was moving away 
from the mass of poor 
Indians. 

Mrs. Gandhi left Calcutta 
late Saturday and did not 
hear Sunday's speeches. 

“We have lost touch with 
the toiling millions.” Mrs. 


Gandhi, a member of the 
Congress. India’s oldest 
party, had said in her 
speech. 

“The ideology of social- 
ism, secularism and democ- 
racy is the only ideology for 
our great country. 

“We need to unleash mass 
movements based on Con- 
gress ideology." 

It was the first speech at a 
Congress meeting, by Mrs. 
Sonia Gandhi, who married 
into the Gandhi-Nehru fam- 
ily in 1968 and now lives 
under tight security in New 
Delhi. 

The mother of two has 
previously turned down 
appeals from party leaders 
to take over the party's lead- 
ership. The Gandhi-Nehru 
family has led the Congress 
as well as India for almost 
four decades. 

Earlier Saturday, Con- 


gress President Sitaram 
Kesri told the delegates he 
was ready ro give up leader- 
ship of the party. Mr. Kesri 
became the party president 
last year after it was voted 
out of power in New Delhi. 

“You have been meditat- 
ing for six years. Now the 
time has come for yon to 
act,'' he said. 

Mrs. Gandhi, however, did 
not react to Mr. Kesri's 
appeal in her speech. 

Her popularity was evi- 
dent Saturday when dele- 
gates gave her a standing 
ovation as she arrived at the 
session wearing a colourful 
saree, the traditional dress 
of Indian women. 

Many Congress leaders 
believe Mrs. Gandhi has the 
charisma to woo back mil- 
lions of Indians who have 
moved away from the Con- 
gress. 


Clinton bans smoking in federal offices 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton, call- 
ing cigarette smoking the 
nation's most significant 
health problem. Saturday 
issued an order requiring 
most, federal facilities to be 
smolje-free within one year. 
Mr" Clinton, however. 

® ■ m 


dropped a controversial pro- 
posal that wopld have stop- 
ped smokers from lighting 


up outside of building ent- 
rances. 

“Cigarette smoking is the 
most single, significant pub- 
lic health problem facing 
our people today.” Mr. 
Clinton said in his weekly 
radio address. 

“Every year more Ameri- 
cans die from smoking rela- 
ted diseases than from 
AIDS, car accidents, mur- 
ders. suicides and fires com- 
bined, taking a terrible 
human toll and putting great 
financial burdens on our 
health care system, and on 
business all across Ameri- 
ca," be said. 

The presidential order 
applies to every building 
owned or leased by the fed- 
eral government, with the 
exception of those used by 


the federal courts or Con- 
gress. 

The U.S. military and 
some 18 federal agencies 
already restrict smoking in 
their facUities. 

“Our federal workers and 
the thousands of people 
who visit federal facilities 
will now be protected from 
the risk of second-hand 
smoke," Mr. Clinton said. 

“Americans who have 
made the choice not to use 
tobacco products should not 
be put at risk by those who 
chose to smoke,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton dropped a 
draft proposal that would 
have forbidden smoking in 
courtyards and near the 
entrances of federal build- 
ings — a move one of his 
aides dismissed as ‘’too dra- 
conian.” 

Instead, the directive gives 
agency beads the op-tion of 
implementing res-trictions 
on outside smoking. 

White House officials said 
the action was driven by 
concerns about the physical 
dangers posed from so- 
called secondary smoke, in 
which an individual inhales 
tobacco smoke from anoth- 


er person. 

“Second-hand smoke isn’t 
just unpleasant, it is a risk to 
the public health." said Vi- 
ce-President Al Gore, who 
joined Mr. Clinton for the 
address from the Oval Of- 
fice. 

"Our environmental pro- 
tection agency puts it in the 
same category as asbestos, 
radon, and benzene and 
those are some of the most 
dangerous of all carcino- 
gens,” Mr. Gore said. 

Under the order, federal 
agencies and departments 
would be allowed to estab- 
lish designated smoking 
areas, provided the sites are 
enclosed and have exhaust 
systems to the outside. 

Agency heads, who have 
12 months to fiiiiy imple- 
ment the order, also were 
encouraged to provide pro- 
grammes designed to healp 
their workers stop smoking. 

Mr. Clinton, who imposed 
a ban on smoking at the 
White House shortly after 
taking office, has aggres- 
sively challenged die tobac- 
co industry and tried to curb 
its ability to entice young 
smokers. 


He is expected to pass 
judgment in September oa a 
landmark agreement bet- 
ween the tobacco industry 
and 40 states that would 
establish food and drug 
administration authority 
over nicotine products. 

Mr. Clinton praised "the 
state attorneys general and 
public health advocates for 
providing us an extraordi- 
nary opportunity to engage 
in this debate” and said he 
planned to press an anti- 
smoking campaign in the 
fall. 

In the Republican respon- 
se, Senator Paul Coverdell 
of Georgia, complained that 
Mr. O inton had blocked 
efforts to include in die 

recently signed tax bill a 
provision allowing up to 
$2,000 a year to be placed 
in a tax-free savings ac- 
count for a child's educa- 
tion. 

He called Mr. Clinton's 
objections “a sneak attack, 
almost a Pearl Harbour for 
education reform” ^ 
urged Americans to com- 
plain to the White House. 
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Several cars of an Amtrak train lie astrewn after the train derailed outside Kingman, 
Arizona Saturday. More than 300 passengers were aboard, enroute from Los Angeles 
to Chicago, when it derailed, injuring about 100 people < Reuter photo) 


Amtrak train derails in 


Arizona; 121 people hurt 


KINGMAN (R) — An Am- 
trak passenger train carry- 
ing mostly vacationers de- 
railed while crossing a 
buckled bridge in northwes- 
tern Arizona Saturday, inju- 
ring 121 passengers. 

The train, Arotrak’s 
Southwest Chief bound for 
Chicago, went off the Bur- 
lington nonhem-Same Fe 
tracks about 21 kilometres 
east of Kingman, said Jon 
Poston, a State Corporation 
Commission spokesman. 

Officials said none of the 
121 people hurt in the acci- 
dent had life-threatening 
injuries. They were treated 
at local hospitals. 

“Many of them were what 
we would call walking 
wounded," Kingman Regio- 
nal Medical Centre spokes- 
man Brian Turney said. 
“Their injuries are not what 
we would call life-threaten- 
ing at this point." 

Erroneous early reports 
from railroad dispatchers 
indicated at least eight peo- 
ple were killed in the crash, 
but local officials said they 
had searched the wreckage 
and found no fatalities. 

Mohave County sheriff's 
spokeswoman Jody Sehana- 
man said a car-by-car 
search revealed all 301 pas- 
sengers were accounted for. 

She said the train's mani- 
fest listed 307 passengers 
and 1 S crew, but authorities 
said it was not clear if all 
those who had reserved a 
seat had boarded the train. 

“I basically felt a couple 
of jolts and I was on the 


floor,” one passenger told 
reporters. “The train was ofT 
the tracks after that." 

Local authorities said the 
train tracks were heavily 
used and train traffic was 
backed up for several miles 
because of the derailment. It 
was unclear when the tracks 
would be repaired for travel. ‘ 
The four-loeoniotive, 16- 
car train was travelling at 
142 kilometres per hour 
when it struck a bridge that 
had been buckled by a seve- 
re storm that passed through 
the area earlier in the eve- 
ning, officials said. 

National Transportation 
Safety Board Chairman Ja- 
mes Hall, speaking to repor- 
ters in Washington before 
leaving for Arizona with an 
investigative team, said that 
was the authorised speed for 
trains passing through that 
stretch of open desert. 

Mr. Hall said all of the 
train cars and three of the 
four locomotives derailed, 
but alt remained upright and 
in line. 

A passenger said he knew 
instantly what had occurred 
when he woke up in a sleep- 
ing car in the rear of the 
train. 

“1 felt the brakes really go 
on rapidly and then bump- 
ing," he told a reporter. “I 
knew we were on the 
ground and the cars had de- 
railed. All of the cars just 
about derailed off the train. 
None of them are on their 
side, but they tore the tracks 
up pretty good.*' 

The train left Los Angeles 


Friday night en route to 
Chicago. The train stopped 
in Kingman and had been 
scheduled to make another 
stop in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
The accident occurred about 
■ 5 a.m. mdt. 

Kingman is about ISO 
kilometres southeast of Las 
Vegas. Officials said the 
area had been buffeted by 
high winds and heavy rains, 
causing normally dry river 
beds to be swollen with 
water. Rescue crews needed 
4-wheel-drive vehicles to 
get to the train. 

The derailment was the 
second major train crash in 
nearly two years in Arizona. 
Amtrak's Sunset Limited 
train derailed in October 
1995 in a remote desert area 
of Arizona. One person was 
killed and 65 were reported 
injured. 

Authorities said the tracks 
had been tampered with in 
that incident. 

The most recent Amtrak 
derailment was Jan. 13 
when a train en route to 
Seattle from Chicago derai- 
led in Wyoming, injuring 
eight passengers. 

The Southwest Chief pro- 
vides the fastest rail link 
between southern Califor- 
nia and the Midwest, with 
direct connections to Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, and the 
Grand Canyon. A Native 
American guide is on board 
the train between Albuquer- 
que and Gallup, New Mexi- 
co. 


KAL says blaming crash 
on pilot error too hasty 


SEOUL (R) — Korean Air 
Lines (KAL) in Seoul Fri- 
day defended itself against a 
U.S. news report blaming 
the deadly crash of one of its 
airplanes in the Pacific 
island of Guam on pilot 
error, saying such conclu- 
sions were too hasty. 

“We are not yet ruling out 
the possibility of a sudden 
change in altitude caused by 
torrential rains, the break- 
down of the glide slope or 
other elements, which com- 
bined. could have caused the 
accident," KAL said. 

The U.S. TV network 
NBC's ‘'Nightly News” 
Thursday quoted unidenti- 
fied sources as saying the 
initial analysis of the recor- 
ders showed the crash of 
KAL’s Boeing 747 carrying 
254 people was caused by 
pilot error. 


It said Lhe pilots apparently 
homed in on a radio signal 
on a hilltop five kilometres 
from die airport, mistakenly 
believing they were homing 
in on the runway. 

They then made a straight 
descent on to the hillside, 
and lowered the landing gear 
before they hit, disabling the 
alarm system that would 
have warned them of the 
impending crash, NBC said. 

The wreckage, with the 
fuselage broken into four 
sections, lies below a crest 
near a guidance beacon and 
in sight of the runway. 
Twenty-nine of the people 
on board the plane survived. 

The U.S. National Trans- 
portation Safety Board 
(NTSB) office in Washing- 
ton and investigators in 
Guam said they had no com- 
ment on the report. 


KAL said it was still too 
early to determine the cause 
of the accident. 

The glide slope, a portion 
of a landing instrument that 
guides the planes to the run- 
way, has been out of service, 
according to Guam officials, 
and KAL acknowledges it 
had been notified and was 
aware of the absence of the 
instrument. 

KAL also sought to dispel 
rumours that the pilot was 
not experienced and could 
have been tired. 

“Park Yong-Chul was a 
veteran pilot with almost 
9,000 hours of flight time," 
ibe statement said, also 
showing Park's flight sche- 
dule and rest time ia the 
week leading up to the acci- 
dent. He had 32 hours and 
40 minutes of rest before the 
flight. 


16 die as 
Taiwan 
plane 
crashes 
into hill 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A 
Taiwanese plane crashed 
into a hilltop and exploded 
on an island near the 
Chinese coast Sunday 
killing all 16 passengers 
and crew, officials said. 

The island of Matsu, just 
off the coast from China’s 
Fujian province, is a front- 
line military garrison for 
Nationalist forces. But 
mosr of the passengers 
were civilians, including 
five members of one fami- 
ly* 

Airport officials said the 
Formosa Airlines Domier 
228 ploughed into the 290- 
metre high Pishan Hill, 
about one kilometre front 
the island's airport. 

Local government offi- 
cial Liu Li-Chun said the 
plane would have cleared 
the hill had it been five 
metres higher. 

Rescuers dragged a fe- 
male survivor from the 
burning wreckage, but she 
died from severe bums and 
multiple fractures just after 
arriving in hospital, a 
Formosa Airlines manager 
told a press conference. 

The manager said J2 
badly burned bodies had so 
far been retrieved. 

“1 saw the plane hit the 
top of trees and a water 
tower of a military unit 
before it crashed and 
exploded” Wang Ssu- 
Chien, the Matsu town 
chief, told Taiwanese tele- 
vision. 

“The explosion was so 
loud that passengers wait- 
ing at the airport could 
hear it,” said Mr. Liu Li- 
Chun. 

The plane left Taipei for 
Matsu at 7:37 a.m. (2337 
GMT Saturday). Air traffic 
controllers lost contact 
with the flight at 8:14 a.m.. 
officials said. 

Five hundred soldiers 
and police were mobilised 
in the rescue operation. 

Civil Aerooautics 

Administration (CAA) 
officials said it was raining 
at the time, but that bad 
weather could not be the 
main cause of the accident. 

They said the pilot had 
made one approach at the 
wrong height and asked to 
make another attempt. 

Tsao Yuan-Chang, the 
National Assembly repre- 
sentative for Matsu, said 
the pilot's miscalculation 
might have caused the 
accident. “He should have 
turned to the right rather 
than the left." 

An airline statement said 
the pilot. Wan Tsung-Jui, a 
46-year-old former air 
force pilot, had accumulat- 
ed 5,900 flying hours. 

The crash was the second 
in 16 months on the island. 
On April 5. 1996, five peo- 
ple were killed when a plane 
crashed into the sea off 
Matsu. The CAA blamed 
human error, and the pilot 
was sentenced to 30 months 
in prison. 

Matsu residents have 
been demanding an auto- 
matic aviation guidance 
system at the airport. “I 
was very worried about 
flight safety every time I 
flew to or from Matsu," 
one unnamed Matsu resi- 
dent told Taiwanese televi- 
sion. 

An overhaul of the avia- 
tion system and airport 
facilities will cost an esti- 
mated $7 billion Taiwan 
($243.9 million). 

The Formosa Airlines 
manager pledged that the 
company would “take full 
responsibility for the inci- 
dent," but did not specify 
how much compensation 
would be paid. 

By law, relatives of each 
victim will receive at least 
1 .5 million Taiwan doi- 
lars($5 2,500). 

The airport, which was 
closed for several hours 
after the accident, is on the 
largest island of the Matsu 
group, a few kilometres 
from the Chinese main- 
land. 




KABUL (AFP) — Intense 
battles raged Sunday north 
of Kabul between the 
Taleban army that controls 
the capital and an opposi- 
tion alliance, with sources 
reporting overnight gains by 
opposition forces. 

Breaking 18 days of dead- 
lock on the frontlines 
around 25 kilometres north 
of Kabul, the rival factions 
launched all their heavy 
weaponry into the new bat- 
tle. correspondents said. 

“The opposition has 
gained some hilltops and 
villages in the western edge 
of the valley, but it is 
unclear who actually 
launched the offensive,” an 
independent source told 
AFP. 

The source said the town 
of Shakar Dara — situated 
around 20 kilometres north 
of Kabul — had fallen into 


opposition hands overnight, 
but was unaware if antr- 
Taleban forces were still in 
the town. 

Taleban fighters close to 
the battle area prevented 
journalists from reaching 
the front, claiming they had 
broken through the front- 
lines of the ousted Kabul 
regime's military strong- 
man Ahmad Shah Masood. 

“We have broken the 
frontlines of the enemy, and 
are cleaning up the area, but 
the front is too dangerous to 
travel to” one fighter at a 
tense checkpost said. 

The turbaned fighter said 
the hardline Taleban militia 
had launched an attack on 
the opposition-held town of 
Mir Bacha Kot, but had yet 
to make an advance on 
enemy positions. 

Jeeps carrying at least six 
dead Taleban fighters were 


seen speeding from the 
frontlines towards the capi- 
tal, passing dozens of cars 
packed with militiamen rac- 
ing in the opposite direction 
towards the battle. 

Rival jet bombers were in 
full action throughout the 
morning, sending cowering 
plumes of black smoke into 
the sky as 500-kilogramme 
devices exploded on the fer- 
tile agricultural plains. 

Reporters saw at least two 
bombs dropped by anri- 
Taleban jets striking an area 
close to the main road lead- 
ing north from Kabul, and 
sources said Taleban jets 
have resumed pounding 
opposition-held areas to the 
north. 

Sources based in the 
northern stronghold of the 
anii-Taleban alliance said 
Mr. Masood’s forces are no 
longer held back by fuel 


shortages, a factor which 
opposition commanders say 
has dogged their progress. 

“A number of fuel tankers 
arrived in N-la>ood-held 
areas Saturday, and Masood 
has also been bringing out 
his heavv guns from his 

m 

stronghold in the Panjshir 
Valley.” the source said. 

Mr. Masood, who is allied 
against the Taleban with a 
Shiite Muslim faction and 
ethnic-Uzbek warlord 
General Abdul Malik, has 
been based in his native 
Panjshir Valley since he was 
ousted from Kabul in 
September last year. 

Heavy fighting broke out 
nearly three weeks ago when 
forces loyal to Mr. Masood 
grabbed the provincial capi- 
tal of Charikar, situated 64 
kilometres north of Kabul 
and advanced to within 20 
kilometres of the capital. 


ASEAN moves closer to admitting Cambodia 


SINGAPORE (R) — 

ASEAN foreign ministers 
meet in Singapore Monday 
with the prospect that Cam- 
bodia will be admitted into 
the group soon, analysts and 
officials said at the weekend. 

This would allow the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to 
fulfil the vision of its found- 
ing fathers in 1967 for a 
grouping of all 10 countries 
in the region, making it the 
fourth largest trading bloc in 
the world. 

Cambodia’s entry, sched- 
uled for last month along 
with Burma and Laos, was 
postponed because of the tur- 
moil which followed the 
ouster of Fust Prime Minister 
Norodom Ranariddh by co- 
Premier Hun Sen on July 6 
after two days of fighting in 
the capital, Phnom Penh. 

King Norodom Sihanouk 
said Saturday that he ‘regard- 
ed Ung Huot, elected first 
prime minister in Prince 
Ranariddh's place, as a pup- 
pet and that Prince 


Ranariddh, his son, was still 
premier. 

But he gave acting head of 
state Chea Sim authorisation 
to appoint Mr. Ung Huot and 
to sign decrees in his place, 
saying the power was out of 
his hands. 

Bunn Negara, an analyst in 
Kuala Lumpur, said the 
king's move would help 
Cambodia’s entry into 
ASEAN which originally 
said it still recognised Prince 
Ranariddh. 

“This is what ASEAN 
wants... It wants to see stabili- 
ty and consensus in the coun- 
try,” he said. 

Thinankom Kanasutra, the 
Thai Foreign Ministry’s 
deputy spokesman, said 
Bangkok may not strenuous- 
ly object to the election of 
Mr. Ung Huot. 

“If the selection of Ung 
Huot was done in accordance 
with the Cambodian constitu- 
tion and in a fair and free 
manner we have no objection 
to that,” he said. 

Diplomats and analysts 


said ASEAN could no longer 
exclude Cambodia if its head 
of state has given his 
approval, even reluctantly, lo 
the change of power in 
Phnom Penh. 

“I think ASEAN is taking a 
realistic view of the situation, 
in terms of the power config- 
uration in Cambodia." Julius 
Parrenas. executive director 
of the think-tank Centre for 
Research and 

Communication in Manila, 
told Reuters. 

“They w ill have to take the 
present reality- as a stoning 
point. His (Mr. Hun Sen’s) 
military forces practically 
control Cambodia.” 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh formed their un- 
easy partnership after U.N.- 
run elections in 1993. 

ASEAN links Burma, 
Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore. Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

But ASEAN ministers 
would not rush into embrac- 
ing Cambodia as a member 


and would keep a wary eye 
on the country analysis said. 

"Thev can afford to wait 

■r 

two. three months or so." said 
Bruce Gale, regional manag- 
er of the Political and 
Economic Risk Consultan- 
cy. 

He said it would "under- 
mine the credibility of the 
organisation" if it did an 
immediate about-face on its 
previous statement saying 
that it still recognised Prince 
Ranariddh. 

Mr. Piirrenas said 
ASEAN's apparent ability to 
convince Mr. Hun Sen to fol- 
low the constitution in replac- 
ing Prince Ranariddh would 
help to provide all sides with 
a face-savins wav to resolve 

mm m 

the problem. 

“At least they were able to 
get Hun Sen to agree that 
there is a need to retain the 
institutions that were put up," 
Mr. Parrenas said, referring lo 
the 1991 Paris peace agreea- 
ment that ended decades of 
fighting in Cambodia. 
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Majesty’s accession to the throne 

May the Almighty grant you long 
life , happiness and good health . 
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Crisis must be 
overcome 

THE INTENSITY of the efforts being exerted 
by Jordan, Egypt and the United States among 

others to salvage the peace process is a clear 
indication of the dangerous state the peace- 
making exercise has reached. Tbe peace 
process is at a turning point. And nobody can 
afford to see the aspirations of ail peoples of 
the region for the attainment of a comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace collapse. There is simply 
no alternative to ending tbe current nightmare. 

The crisis should lead to a comprehensive 
assessment of all that has been and has not 
been done to produce progress in the peace 
talks so that something positive can.emerge out 
of these difficult times. Overcoming the stale- 
mate is tbe only way to move forward and take 
the peace process out of the narrow definition 
of security to which it has been limited in tbe 
last few weeks. 

The peace process was started with the pur- 
pose of bringing comprehensive peace to the 
region. The interim period between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis was meant to cre- 
ate confidence between the two parties so that 
they can move forward to discussing the more 
challenging and essential issues of Jerusalem, 
borders and refugees. But the events of the last 
Tew months have shattered any confidence that 
has been built over the past few years. The 
need for a high risk strategy to stop this dete- 
rioration has never been greater. The United 
States seems to have reached this conclnsion 
and hence its renewed active role in tbe peace- 
making efforts after months of low profile 
involvement. The visit of the special envoy to 
the peace process Dennis Ross to the region, 
expected to be followed by a visit by Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, renews hopes for 
a new American initiative that can bring back 
vigour and sincerity to the search for peace In 
the Middle East. 

The U.S. efforts were preceded by vigourous 
endeavours by Jordan and Egypt to reactivate 
the Palestinian-Israeli track. The two countries 
worked in complete coordination ont of a 
shared belief that nobody, not the Palestinians 
or the Jordanians or the Egyptians or the 
Israelis or the rest of the peoples of the area 
can live with renewed conflict and the failure 
of the peace process. 

Jordan invested its credibility on both the 
regional and international levels to help end 
the crisis facing peace talks. At the request of 
Palestinian National Authority President 
Yasser Arafat, His Majesty King Hussein dele- 
gated His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to visit Israel and discuss with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu the steps 
that can be taken to lift the punitive measures 
Israel has taken against the Palestinians and 
return to the negotiating table. 

The message that Jordan had to Israel was 
clear: there can be no peace without security _ 
and no security without peace. Israel's securi- 
ty must be ensured. But that cannot be done 
through creating an atmosphere of frustration 
and despair on which fanaticism and extrem- 
ism can feed. The measures taken against the 
Palestinians must be lifted and the peace talks 
resumed. Humanitarian issues must be 
addressed not as an alternative to the political 
aspects but as a necessary prerequisite for the 
resumption of political talks. Netanyahu 
responded by easing some of the measures 
imposed on the Palestinians. But that is not 
enough and Netanyahu has to realise that he 
cannot guarantee the. security of Israelis by 
punishing the Palestinian people. 

Engaging tbe Israelis is the only way of 
ensuring that Israel will take the necessary 
steps to reinvigorate the peace talks. It is easy 
to sit back and condemn Israel for what it is 
doing to the Palestinians. That, however, will 
not effect any changes in Israel's policies. 
Results can only be made through the more 
difficult exercise of positive engagement where 
arguments are faced with counter arguments 
and solutions are offered. 

Jordan's policy of positive engagement was 
vindicated during the negotiations that led to 
the Hebron agreement and later during the 
water talks in which Israel agreed to provide 
the Kingdom with extra 50 million cubic 
metres of water a year. As the peace process 
faces one of its most alarming crises, only pos- 
itive engagement will succeed in helping the 
Palestinians and channelling the peace talks 
back into addressing the political dimensions. 

Security is only one aspect of the peace 
process. It most be dealt with so that the final 
status issues are addressed. As Prince Hassan 
said Saturday, unless tbe current crisis is con- 
tained, we cannot move to discussing the status 
of Jerusalem and settlements and refugees. In 
short, unless we overcome the present stale- 
mate, we will not be able to get to the core 
issues that the Arabs want addressed. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Peace equation: ‘Economic well-being 
increases the cost of violence’ 


HAS THE move towards peace been right? Should one 
come to view peace as the alternative to war, not as the 
machine that brings prosperity to all? Such questions and 
doubts, which to some are well justified, need to surface 
and be addressed in full view of the people involved. 
Agreement alone will not make tomorrow better, but peo- 
ple will. 

In September 1993, a Declaration of Principles on 
Interim Self-Government Arrangements was signed 
between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). In April 1994, Israel signed a detailed protocol on 
economic relations providing for free trade between the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and the Jewish 
state, and between the PNA and the Arab World. Both 
agreements required a bigh degree of interaction between 
the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and their economies. 

■ Clearly, Palestinians looked forward to an era of trade 
and prosperity; the welcoming crowds in the streets of 
Gaza attested to the willingness of a people to work with 
a peaceful solution which gives them some dignity, recog- 
nition and a shot at a self-made prosperity. Tbe Israelis, on 
the other band, wanted an end to suicide bombings and 
the terror inflicted upon their cities and citizens, and 
thought they would achieve security through these agree- 
ments. Almost three years after signing, both parties live 
in enclosures, and both mouth threats as hatred and fear 
shroud the Holy Land. 

In the case of the Palestinians, the “peace equals pros- 
perity” equation does not seem to bold, at least not just 
yet The economic impact of the closure of territories on 
Palestinians who have been dependent on employment 
opportunities in Israel has not only been devastating to 
labour market mechanisms, it has also crushed any hope 
for a more self-reliant Palestinian economy with a strong 
domestic labour market Firms which starred to sprout in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank .declined- in number, 
activity and scope as closure uncertainty made investment 
a very precarious undertaking. 

Consequently, real gross national product (GNP) in the 
Gaza Strip fell by 5.6 per cent in 1996, compared to the 
previous year. The number of private sector employers in 
the PNA areas fell in the first half of 1996 by 25 per cent. 
Unemployment in tbe Gaza Strip rose from 3 1 per cent to 
55 per cent In the West Bank, unemployment increased 
from 1 1 2 per cent to 45 per cent. Worker income dropped 
from $740 million in 1992 to $70 million in 1995. Exports 


from the West Bank and Gaza fell from $280 milli on in 
1995 to $129 million in 1996, a drop of 54 per cent 
Furthermore, In the absence of revenues from taxes, and 
in order to pay for current operations, the PNA bad to 
divert money away from long-term projects in areas such 
as the Gaza Strip whose infrastructure is virtually non- 
existent as a result of years of occupation and active resis- 
tance. 

The Israeli economy has also suffered from the escala- 
tion of terror as its ultra right-wingers imposed one enclo- 
sure after another on the Palestinians — in 1996 alone 
there were 13 such acts. Unemployment edged upwards 
with the start of the Netanyahu era, and the economic 
growth of 1994 peaked-out in 1995, to fizzle completely 
in 1996. Political instability, lack of a reasonable eco- 
nomic agenda of the Netanyahu government and the fal- 
tering confidence of the Knesset in a Likud-lead govern- 
ment created sufficient uncertainty to drive Israeli leaders 
to shift the blame for the chaos directly on the PNA and 

away from Netanyahu’s ineptaess. Businesspeople on 
both sides suffered and poverty escalates every time an 
enclosure is imposed. 

Terror and closures were not the implementation steps 
agreed upon by both parties. Unemployment and humili- 
ation were not the terms of the accords. Tbe demise of any 
economic base in the West Bank and Gaza creates hun- 
dreds of extremists and feeds the hatred. This should not 
be a difficult conclusion to be reached at by the present 
Israeli leadership, if the safety of their own citizenry is on 
their agenda in any way. One wonders at times if the 
extremists on one side is bringing about the birth of their 
counterparts on the other side. 

Making peace is harder than waging harm on others. 
The former requires implementation, procedures and 
respect The latter implies arrogance, starvation and 
humiliation. All- parties must go back to what they agreed 
upon and implement the accords in line with tbe sched- 
ules and procedures already outlined in the signed docu- 
ments. 

Economic well-being increases the cost of violence to 
both parties. People with no thing to lose have nothing to 
lose. It must always be remembered that desperate people 
will act desperately. To quote His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, “the statement that there is no peace with- 
out security also means that there is no security without 
peace.” 


Americans should worry about stagnation of wages 


By Alan B. Krueger 

PRINCETON, New Jersey 
— Wall Street's chief fear 
bas been that wage increas- 
es will exceed inflation, 
depressing corporate profits 
and igniting an inflationary 
wage-price spiral. 

Main Street's chief fear 
has usually been the oppo- 
site: that wage increases 
will fail to keep pace with 
inflation, lowering living 
standards and forcing more 
family members into work. 

Six years of economic 
recovery have generated 13 
million net new jobs and 
the lowest American unem- 
ployment rate in 24 years. 
Market analysts and the 
Federal Reserve have care- 
fully watched for signs that 
the tightest job market in 
memory might fuel infla- 
tion. 

The slight increase in 
employment costs that the 
Labour Department has 
recently reported was scru- 
tinised for its effect on 
inflation. Sensing little 
inflationary pressure, the 
market hit a new high. 

Little attention was' given 
to what the slow growth in 
wages and fringe benefits 
means to the workers them- 
selves. Isn't it time for eco- 
nomic policymakers and 
the press to stop treating 
bad news for workers as 
good news for the econo- 
my? 

The slowly growing real 
wages of many Americans 


— especially the least well- 
off — still pose a long-term 
problem that is best 
addressed while the econo- 
my is_strong. 

The; maze of statistics 
often tells a conflicting and 
confusing .story, in part 
because different segments 
of the workforce are faring 
differently. Comparing 
wages at comparable phas- 
es of the business cycle 
reveals some striking 
.trends. 

From 1979 to 1989, the 
inflation-adjusted wage 
rate of the worker in the 
bottom 10th percentile — 
someone earning just above 
the minimum wage — fell 
by an astounding 16 per 
cent. Tbe real wage of the 
median worker feU by two 
per cent. Only higher- 
income workers did well. 
At the 90th percentile, pay 
increased by five per cent 

From 1989 to 1997, real 
wages for workers at the 
bottom essentially stopped 
fallin g, and the growth of ; 
wages for workers at the ' 
top continued at a more < 
moderate pace. But wages j 
for " the majority "of workers ' 
in the vast American mid- 
dle class continued to 
erode, with the median 
worker's wage failing by 
five per cent since 1989. 

There is reason for scepti- 
cism that rapid pay increas- 
es will return any time 
soon. In the last year the 
real median weekly wage 
of full-time employees 


increased by just 0.3 per 
cent. 

No one knows for sure 
why wages have been stag- 
. nanL. Obvious candidates 
include increased interna- 
tional competition, the 
decline of unions, deregula- 
tion and technological 
change. Whatever the rea- 
sons, the vast middle is sag- 
ging relative to the bottom 
and top. This bas kept infla- 
tion at bay. 

With subdued growth in 
wages, why does the public 
express such satisfaction 
with the economy? In part 
it is simply because the 
economy has improved. 
Finding a job has rarely 
been easier. Inflation is low. 
The steep decline in wages 
among the lowest-paid 
workers has come to a bait 

Many economists think 
that these reported wage 
trends are too pessimistic 
because the measured infla- 
tion rate overstates tbe rise 
in the true cost of living by 
inadequately adjusting for 
new and improved prod- 
ucts. And the 40 per cent or 
so of Americans who own 
' stock'"' 1fa“vV~'e - tij oy ed a 
tremendous boom. 

But people must think we 
are in an Aiice-in- 
Wonderland economy. If 
real wages do not pick up, 
the reported satisfaction 
with the economy could 
ebb. 

It has gone almost unno- 
ticed that there is some 
room for wages to grow 


without igniting inflation. 
Employers' health insur- 
ance costs are now falling, 
and a sudden turnaround 
seems unlikely. The cost of 
other fringe benefits is 
increasing less than infla- 
tion. There has also been an 
unprecedented decline for 
six straight months in the 
price of intermediate goods 
like parts and components. 

Combined with a recent 
increase in productivity, 
these savings could permit 
wages to grow without 
increasing prices. And with 
profits at record levels, 
profit share could decline to 
accommodate wage growth 
and reduce price pressures. 

Rapid economic growth 
has not been sufficient to 
lift real wages. We are in 
danger that when this eco- 
nomic upswing ends, it will 
be the first recovery on 
record in which the real 
wage of the median worker 
fell. 

The economy has so suc- 
cessfully eliminated infla- 
tion and generated job 
growth that we can now 
turn to the probiem-of wage 
stagnation. 

The writer, a professor of 
economics and public 
affairs at Princeton 
University, served as chief 
economist at the Labour 
Department in 1994 and 
1995. This article is 
reprinted from The New 
York Times. 


Human Rights File 


Collective punishment 
unlawful, inhumane 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

ISRAEL’S APPLICA- 
TION of collective pun- 
ishment against the entire 
Palestinian population 
still effectively under its 
occupation is reminiscent 
of the kind of justice that 
was pursued in the dark 
ages. The blindfolded 
enforcement of such an 
outrageous and indiscrim- 
inate punishment is 
abhorrent to every 

civilised sense of justice 
and repugnant to tbe most 
basic elements of fairness. 

As condemnabie and 
unacceptable as the recent 
suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem was, there is no 
lawful precedent in con- 
temporary rimes for pun- 
ishing every single 

Palestinian child, woman 
and man for tbe actions of 
two men, no matter what 
their motivation was or 
who may have sponsored 
their violent act. 

Israel prides itself with 
being the most advanced 
civil society in the Middle 
East and part of the demo- 
cratic world. It would be 
interesting to invite Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to point out 
where in international, or 
even domestic, nouns col- 
lective punishment is tol- 
erated as a feature of law 
and order. 

What possibly could be 
the guilt of the whole 
Palestinian people when 
two persons of still 
unknown identity cany 
out a suicide act against 
innocent civilians? 

Mr. Netanyahu, in 
effect, is no different from 
the two men who carried 
out the suicide bombing 
since they and tbe group 
that may have stood 
behind them also view 
every Israeli as a target 
and thus justify the appli- 
cation of collective pun- 
ishment .against Israelis. 

Mr. Netanyahu is obvi- 
ously viewing every 
Palestinian as a legitimate 
target, no matter how 
much she or he is effec- 
tively removed from the 
bombing act 

Israel is dnty bound to 
explain to the 
Palestinians, the Arab 
World and the internation- 
al community the ratio- 
nale behind the imple- 
mentation of collective 
punishment against 
Palestinians. Israel is, 
after all. a country of 
laws, or at least that was 
what we all have been led 
to believe, and every pol- 
icy consideration must be 
pursued and enforced in 
accordance with internal 
or international laws. 

Where in the 
International Covenant on 
Civil ■ -and — Political ■ 
RightsfICCPR), for 
example, which Israel has 
ratified with much fanfare 
in the early nineties and 
which is applicable to all 
the territories under its 
control, or the Geneva 
Convention of 1949, is 
there even the faintest 
endorsement of collective 
punishment as a sane pol- 


icy? 

The fact of the matter is 

that Mr. Netanyahu and 

his inner circle of allies 
view the entire Palestinian 
people as their nation’s 
primary enemy and any- 
thing that would promote 
their extinction, either by 
encirclement, siege or 
punitive measures, 
appears to be the fint 
thing to contemplate. 

As His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
poignantly pointed out 
during his recent working 
visit to Israel, the parties, 
all the parties, need to 
pursue a human peace 
where the foundation for 
the eventual full and 
warm peace can be incul- 
cated in the minds and 
hearts of the 

peoples in the Arab-Israelj 
conflict. 

While it is understand- 
able that Mr. Netanyahu 
wishes to get to the bot- 
tom of things and punish 
the guilty, one bas still to 
see how he hopes to justi- 
fy starving all tbe 
Palestinians or attempting 
to bring them down to 
their knees instead of cul- 
tivating the kind of human 
peace that Prince Hassan 
has called for. 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor KahaJani pledged 
to apologise to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat if it 
became evident that the 
two suicide bombers who 
killed 13 people in 
Jerusalem last week came 
from abroad. “If we know 
that the terrorists came 
from abroad, we will 
apologise," Mr. KahaJani 
was quoted as saying to 
the Arab newspaper A1 
Ittihad last Tuesday. 

Israel, therefore, must 
try to establish the truth 
about, the bombings 
before incriminating the 
entire Palestinian people.. 
Second, when the times 
comes to express an apol- 
ogy for being too fast on 
the draw and for the 
lynching of every 
Palestinian, the apology 
must be made to tbe peo- 
ple and not just to their 
leader. 

Israel, under its current 
leadership, needs to 
redeem itself soon from 
its current “cowboy" 
sense of justice and start 
acting more maturely, 
wisely and above all, 
justly with the veiy peo- 
ple it seeks to live with in 
peace and harmony for 
generations to come. 

Putting past events and 
developments in perspec- 
tive, the current Likud-led 
government has no policy 
for peace. Mr. Netanyahu 
believes that his mandate 
is effectively to rewrite 
the Oslo accords if not to 
reverse them altogether. 
This is the crux of the 
problem as all other issues 
would remain marginal in 
comparison. 

As long as Israel under 
the existing conditions is 
committed to aborting tbe 
tide of peace, there can be 
no security for either 
Israelis or Arabs, wherev- 
er they may live. 


game — it goes France’s way or all bets are off 

■ 


By Jhn Hoagfand 

WASHINGTON — The 
weak possess power of their 
own: the power to manipulate 
the strong with their vulnera- 
bility. Think of a pedestrian 
deliberately stepping into the 
path of an oncoming truck, 
willing to risk that the driver 
has time and distance to stop. 

The French government of 
Socialist Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin did something 
akin to this in the past week. 

France made clear it is not 

able to meet the strict criteria 
set for establishing a new con- 
tinental currency for Europe 
by Jan. 1, 1999. France’s part- 
ners in (he European Union 
(EU) will have to adjust (he 
rules to take French economic 
weakness into account if they 
want to go ahead 

The paradox of the power of 
the weak has long been cen- 
tral to Bench political 
thought. But Mr. Jospin, 
elected two months ago, acted 


out of necessity as much as 
strategy. The timetable for the 
launch of the euro, as die new 
currency is to be called 
forced him out into the cross- 
walk. 

Behind tbe wheel of the 
metaphoric truck is 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany, who faces a 
wrenching dile mma; adopt a 
new, more flexible interpreta- 
tion of the euro criteria, or 
abandon the timetable man- 
dated in the Maastricht treaty 
on European integration and 
probably the euro itself. 

This is a choice about what 
kind of Europe will exist at 
the turn of tbe century. It was 
implicit in the bargain on a 
common currency struck at 
Maastricht, the Netherlands, 
in 1991 by Mr. Kohl and then- 
President Francois Mitterrand 
of France. They were willing 
to let the future determine 
whether the values that stand 
behind a new European cur- 
rency would be predominant- 


ly French or predominantly 
German. The answer is now 
known: the values will be 
French, or they will not be. 

France has always champi- 
oned a “political’' interpreta- 
tion of the Maastricht criteria 
for monetary union, seeing 
them as guidelines rather than 
fixed thresholds. Tbe French 
want flexibility and some eas- 
ing of the anti-inflation 
rigours that the dominance of 

tbe Goman Deutsche mark 
has imposed oa all EU 
economies and particularly on 
France. 

But the German 
Bundesbank and public opin- 
ion are hostile to any flexibil- 
ity that leads to a weakening 
of their currency. That is why 
German politicians have 
insisted that the criteria arc 
the criteria. They have spot- 
lighted the requirement that a 
qualifying nation's budget 
deficit cannot exceed 3.0 per 
cent of its gross national prod- 
uct. 


The 3.Q per cent deficit cri- 
teria was particularly useful 
for excluding Italy from the 
monetary union. German 
public opinion seems con- 
vinced that including Italy 
will make tbe euro an unsta- 
ble currency and rob their sav- 
ings of value. Including Italy 
would intensify the already 
existing German public hos- 
tility to the sacrifice of the D- 
mark. 

But the problem is now big- 
ger than Italy. This past week. 
Mr. Jospin's government 
completed its initial financial 
review and announced rev- 
enue forecasts that put the 
French budget deficit for the 
coming year at 32 per cent to 
3 3 per cent — if all goes well 
with the new corporate tax 
increases that the Socialists 
announced at the same time. 
The more likely French num- 
ber appears to be 3.5 percent 
to 3.7 per cent 

The official unveiling of 
Fiance's lack of room to 


manoeuvre puls Mr. Kohl 
more firmly on the spot than 
any attempted display of 
French strength or ultimatums 
could. 

The Maastricht timetable 
was chosen by Mr Mitterrand 
with an eye towards having 
the pro-European Kohl still in 
power when the key decisions 
came due. Mr. Kohl is com- 
mitted to working for a 
European Germany rather 
than a German -dominated 
Europe. Harnessing the mark 
to a common currency was 
the first big step in that pro- 
gramme. 

But what happens if this 
ambition is beyond Europe’s 
means? What happens if the 
French theory that monetary 
union should precede, and 
bring about, political unify 
turns out to be wrong? 

Those questions are being 
asked seriously in Europe 
now, and foreign currency 
roarkets have reacted by 
strengthening the dollar 


against the mark and French 
franc. This ups tbe pressure 
on Mr. Kohl to commit him- 
self — now — either to a soft- 
er euro and more flexible 
interpretation of the criteria, 
or to come up with an alterna- 
tive timetable and phasing-in 
plan that is credible to tbe 
markets. 

America has several major 
concerns in this currency 

minefield. 

One is not to be tagged with 
the blame for a breakup .of the 

euro plan or for a punishing 

run against European curren- 
cies in the marketplace. 

President Bill Clinton and 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin, who have been stu- 
diously neutral on the mone- 
tary union, should be more 
supportive as troubles accu- 
mulate. America has nothing 
to gain from a European cur- 
rency war, and nothing to lose 
in making this dear. 

The Washington Pott 
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Congratulating the 


Orphaned children who were moved to live at Ai 
Hashemiyeh Palace, or Dar AI Bir. earlier this year 
are congratulating His Majesty King Hussein on 
the 45th anniversary of his accession to the throne 
in their special way. The children, moved to the 
palace at the King's directives, gathered in front of 
the palace to have a group photo and offer it as a 
present to the King on the anniversary' 

On March 1, King Hussein said he decided to 
transform AI Hashimiyeh Palace into a home for 


the orphaned and homeless children and name it 
Dar AI Bir. The King look the decision following 
visits he paid along with Her Majesty Queen Noor 
to several orphanages and discovering that they 
lack the needed services and qualified personnel. 

“I saw with my own eyes that the place was 
crowded and old, lacking qualified persons to run 
it and help the children,” said the King in a letter 
to the then Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
follow ing a visit to AI Hussein Welfare Institute. 


‘i also witnessed the low standard of health care, 
malnutrition, lack of cleanliness, shortage of 
clothes and lack of basic requirements that should 
exist in such foundations,” the King added in the 
same letter that also gave instructions that AI 
Hashimiyeh Palace* be turned into a home for 
orphans. 

Following the visits, the King said he intended to 
personally review conditions at a!! orphanages in 
the Kingdom. "What shocked nit- in a!! that is that 


it was happening in mv country and without me 
knowing about it.** the King said in a wide-ranging 
interview on Jordan Television then. 

The plight of orphaned children surfaced after 
three hospitals refused to treat a four-year-old 
orphan who was suffering from a stone in the blad- 
der. The child and other malnourished children 
were taken to hospitals and received the required 
medical care upon directives by the King. 
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By Stuart Young 

Reuter 

TOKYO — A boom in anti- 
bacterial goods is sweeping 
Japan as a sweltering sum- 
mer revives fears of another 
outbreak of the lethal 
E.Coii bacteria that killed 
1 ! people last year. 

A mind-boggling array of 
germ-resistant goods — 
including lamps, sprays, 
memo pads, earphones, 
portable phones, electric 
pianos, clothes dryers and 
baseball mitts — have stall- 
ed appearing on shop 
shelves as businesses seek 
(o cash in on the health 
w orries. 

During last summer's 
E.Coli 0-157 food poison- 
ing epidemic, more than 
10.000 people fell ill. So far 
this year there have been 
only isolated outbreaks, but 
the tvorst heat is yet to 
come. 

Advertisements for the 
products pander to public 
anxiety about the bacterial 
menace amidst a growing 
tendency in Japanese soci- 
ety towards conscience- 
s«x»thing hygiene products. 

Daiei department siore 
chain spokesman Katsunori 
Tanaka said awareness of 
0-157 had spawned a 
diversification in anti -germ 
goods. 

“After the epidemic last 
summer there was a big 
leap in sales. We now' have 
separate anti-bacterial 
goods sections in almost ail 
of our stores.” Mr. Tanaka 
said. 

The product lines Include 
a plethora of kitchen uten- 
sils. toilet goods treated 
with anti- bacterial agents, 
medicated soaps and alco- 
hol sprays, he added. 

Anti-germ goods on sale 
in other shops include bed 
sheets, pillows, electric 
appliances, even bank- 
books, nor to mention Fujit- 
su’s addition last year — a 
bank automatic cash dis- 
penser with a germ-inhibit- 
ing keyboard. 

Japan’s appliance giants 


are also hoping for big sales 
of dish- dryers, a recently 
developed appliance whose 
claim to combat 0-157 is 
based on a government 
announcement that the 
deadly strain would die on 
exposure to 75 degrees Cel- 
sius temperatures. 

Car steering wheels, shift 
levers and even seat cover 
materials have become a 
new battleground for anii- 
bacterial goods. 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. 
spokesman Masata Sailo 
said germ-resistant interior 
features are now a major 
part of the car maker’s sales 
pitch. 

"It's definitely a big sell- 
ing point in the sales cam- 
paign for our new line of 
vehicles” snito Mr. Said, 
adding: "ft’s probably part- 
ly due to 0-157 but there's 
also a general trend among 
the population towards high 
sanitary standards, particu- 
larly among the young, he 
said. 

“In the 20 to 30 age group 
there's a growing interest in 
cleanliness.” 

But even in a society 
where blowing one's nose 
in public is a serious Tuux 
pas and people of all age.v 
walk around in public wear- 
ing what appear to be surgi- 
cal masks to avoid inconve- 
niencing others with their 
sniffle. the tendency 
towards hygiene is only 
skin deep, psychologist 
Bob Carlsen said. 

“There is a kind of gener- 
alised anxiousness about 
cleanliness in Japan. There 
are those external things but 
if you've ever been in u 
Japanese kitchen, it’s quite 
different to a Dutch kitchen 
or a British kitchen....” 
Carlsen said. 

He added: “Its puzzling 
why there is such a differ- 
ence between the outside 
and the inside — the way 
people put on appearances 
in front of others and the 
way they really are.” 

E.Coli 0-157, one of the 
fastest-growing food-borne 
infectious diseases, is com- 



Daiei supermarket saleswoman Norlko Watanabe checks anti-bacterial kitchen knives, with bacteria-resistant grips, in the germ- resistant Michen goods corner of the sales 
floor in Tokyo. A boom in anti-bacterial goods is sweeping Japan as a sweltering summer revives fears of another outbreak of the lethal E-cofi *5-157 bacteria which killed 11 

people last year in the country ( Reuter photo I 


monly spread through fae- 
cal contamination of meat, 
vegetables, dairy products 
and water. 

Manufacturers say chemi- 
cal substances and copper 
and silver ions in coatings 
and mixed into materials 


inhibit the growth of 
microbes like 0-157 and 
thus also reduce smells and 
unsightly stains. 

However. Japan Con- 
sumer Information Centre 
researcher Satoshi Fukaya- 
ma said a rigorous test of a 


range of anti-bacteria! 
goods showed many prod- 
ucts did not live up to the 
claims. 

"If you cleaned some 
products regularly then they 
were a bit better than nor- 
mal at preventing bacterial 


growth, although some lost 
their effect aimost com- 
pletely after a month or so. 
But in some cases the prod- 
ucts were hardly better than 
those not labelled as anti- 
bacterial,” he said. 

Moreover. Mr. Fukuvama 


said there was a danger in 
relying on anti-bacterial 
goods instead of good 
hygiene. 

"Even if it's labelled 
‘anti-bacterial' if you don't 
clean it. bacteria will grow 
just as normal. The danger 


is th3t young people in par- 
ticular do not know proper 
hygiene practices to combat 
bacteria like 0-157. But 
because it’s scary they will 
rely on the goods instead of 
doing something more 
effective.” he said.” 
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Majali meets Iraqi minister 

Jordanian private sector urged to increase 

exports of humanitarian goods to Iraq 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iraqi and Jor- 
danian officials Sunday called 
upon the private sector to 
increase the Kingdom's 
exports of humanitarian 
goods to Iraq in line with the 
oil-for-food agreement, 
which Baghdad signed with 
the United Nations last 
December. 

Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Supply Hani MuUd told 
reporters following his meet- 
ing with visiting Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Industry and Minerals 
Adrian AI Ani that “the. 
opportunity is available to; 
Jordanian industrialists to, 
increase their share of 
exports'" to neighbouring 
Iraq. 

“Jordanian -made com- 
modities are good and their 
prices are reasonable, so the 
gates are open for our goods 
to find their way into the Iraqi 


market," Dr. MuUd said. 

The Iraqi minister, who also 
met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, urged 
Jordanian businessmen 
towards more trade coopera- 
tion and to take advantage of 
Iraq's need for detergent and 

cooking oil. 

Mr. Al Ani said Iraq wants 
to increase its imports 
through Aqaba. 

According to the oil-for- 
food deal, Iraq was allowed to 
export $2 billion worth of oil 
every six months in return for 
humanitarian purchases for its 
20 million citizens. 

Companies that won con- 
tracts with the Iraqi govern- 
ment must first receive 
approval from the U-N. to 
export their products to Iraq. 

Earlier this year, private Jor- 
danian firms won contracts 
worth $120 million, mainly 
medicine, detergents and 
cooking oil. but were only 
able to receive U.N. approvals 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and Industry Minister 
Hani Mulki (left) meeting with Iraqi minister and ambas- 
sador (right) 


for $60 million worth of those 
contracts. 

Dr. Mulid said the failure to 
win the world body's approval 
for all the contracts was due to 
“mistakes" committed by Jor- 
danian exporters when they 
applied for the U.N. permis- 
sion. 
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INVESTMENT 

. - - OPPORTUNITIES 

Our future, ml the future of our children, depends greatly upon education. And herein 
<y fieabusineahivestiiiefrtwith bifonrHtks Holding 

in 1983 to give indhridmls the chance fo improve themselves. By providing excellent 
Information Technology UD and Business trebling and education, we have become a 
leading international player in (his field. In Singapore, we art (he only private framing 
^ ■«/ l and education organisation to be feted on tfwslodi exchange, with a market capvtaHsat ion 

of #w US $1S0 million. 

_ Informatics offers a staggering range of IT programmes from user applications ko 

& INFORM ATICS professional examinations to graduate and postgraduate degrees. Many of these are 
^PCOinirtH SCHOOL accredited fay reputable universities in the USA UK, Australia and Canada For example!, 
our Diploma and Advanced Diploma in Computer Studies are validated by the University of Cambridge Local 
Examinations Syndicate and the University of Oxford Delegacy of Local Examinations respectively. 

Thames provides certificate, diploma and degree programmes m business administration, administrative 
management, marketing, accounting and secretarial studies from leading universities and professional 
institutions in the UK. These indude the University of Oxford Delegacy of Local Examinations, the 
Chartered Institute of Marketing (UK) and the Association of Business Executives (UK). Thames also 
offers language training programmes for effective communication and writing. 

CAL (Computer Assisted Learning) is the largest chain of children's computer schools in the region. 
As the leading provider in computer literacy courses for children, CAL helps shape young minds from 
4 to 1 6. CAL is also the first children's computer school in the world to be accredited by the National 
CompUmg Centre (NCO, UK. 
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INFORMATICS 

? 


■ Excellent trade record -150 9001 
Quality Management System 
Award ■ Largest network of over 
150 training centres in 
20 countries • Access to over 
150 training and education 
programmes • Exclusive affiliation 
with intematFonally -renowned institutions • Voted one of 
the "World's 100 Best Small Companies"" outside USA • 
One of the winners of Singapore's "Best Managed Small 
Company"" ■ Recipient of International Trade Award from 
Singapore Trade Development Board in 1996. 

•FoHm Magazine. 1994 'Awmoney; 1995 


Peanuts 

WHAT ; S L0N6ER THAN 
A LINE THAT STRETCHES 
AROUND THE WORLD? 


BE PART OF OUR INTERNATIONAL 
FRANCHISE PROGRAMME 

Size, strength, stability and success - we have it alL We are inviting 
visionary entrepreneurs and companies to share in our success 
through our enriching international franchise prog ram mes for 
MonreoicSb Thames and CAL. 5owrite or ta 10 us tocty, totaling 
your choice of franchisee*). This could be the b est business 
investment youll ever make. 


INFORMATICS 

ultn m mm - — - l 

mrormancs t wiw mi lyq 

Group Business Development 

Mbmutia Bufkfinc, 5 Inter na t i onal Businas Put, 
Singapore 609914 Fax 65^5625579 Tdb 65-5690833 
web: hrttpV/wwKfnfonntficsjamjg 
ennft sutmMOcybenrayxsnug 


These, he said, included 
improper filling of the appli- 
cation form and inappropriate 
pricing of the goods. 

Jordanian exporters have 
gained enough experience in 
dealing with these matters, Dr. 
MuUd stressed, adding that 
the government has undertak- 
en several measures to over- 
come delays in obtaining the 
U.N. approvals. 

Dr. MuUd added that Jor- 
dan's envoy to the United 
Nations will work to ensure 
the approval of die U.N. on 
the exporters' applications. 

Asked about regional com- 
petition, minis ter denied that 
Iraqi-Syrian trade rapproche- 
ment would have any negative 
impact on Jordan's export 
opportunities and said the 
Kingdom is supporting such 
moves between Arab coun- 
tries. Mr Al Ani was in Jor- 
dan to represent his country in 
the Iraqi-Jordanian Industry 
Company (U7C), which was 
establish®! in 1987 with a 
capital exceeding $60 million 
to launch joint ventures 
between the two countries. 

The firm, which is owned 
by the governments of both 
countries, has prime interests 
in the food industry. 

The company also is 
involved in veterinary and cat- 
tle rearing projects. 

During their meeting, the 
two ministers agreed to 
increase the capital of UIC 
offshoot firm from $7 million 
to $10 million. They also 
reviewed the performance of 
the company in the first eight 
months of this year. 

Dr. MuUd said the two 
countries want to enhance 
trade cooperation, especially 
in the industrial sector. 

The minis ter is expected to 
discuss increasing the $255 
million trade protocol 
between the two countries 
with Iraqi Trade Minis ter 
Mo hamm ed Mahdi Saleh, 
who arrived here Sunday fra: 
talks with officials. 
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Major Currencies ft Cross Rates 


Prices as at .... 10/0819719:41 




US Dollar 
DEMarfc 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
'Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 

Kuwait Dinar 

: #■ 
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.Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 

Energy 

Brent 18.63 
W-TexO 1995 
Bonny 1893 
Dubai 17.75 
ULGas 21400 


Metal Prices 

Gold (oz’s) j 328 2 
' Silver (oz**) 439 

Platinum (ox's) 4415 
-ALP Months} 1729 
CU (3 Months) 2287 
Zinc (3 Months) 1544 
Lead (3 Months 613 
Jwip Months) 7020 
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Main Equity Indices 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/toh) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat ($/ton) 
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ftfce(ttton) 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Open carriage 
5 Kilt wearers 
10 Haft 

14 Paperlike doth 

15 Remit in full 

16 Biblical name 

17 The Red 

18 Boxing site 

19 Latvia’s capital 

20 “...— than the 
swoncT 

22 Grandiloquent 
speaker 

24 Fork part 

25 Three-handed 
. .card, game 

26 Flowing 
substance 

29 Virtual reality's 
opposite 
34 Track meet 
entrant 

36 So be it 

37 Tfc-tac-toe 
Iriumph 

38 New: abbr. 

39 Aromatic 
compound 

41 Blueprint 

42 After expenses 

43 Capri, e.g. 

44 Imperturabte 
46 The Sahara, 

e.g. 

49 Sheriffs men 

50 — a be! 
(jogged the 
memory) 

51 Surrounded by 
53 Champagne 

and orange 
juice 

56 Prophetic 

60 Heavy burden 

61 Camping 

equipment 

63 Soft drink 

64 B.A. word 

65 — Park, Colo. 

66 Author Hunter 

67 Memo 

68 TaU — 
(fabrication} 

69 Escritoire 

DOWN 

1 Emanate 

2 Mata — 


1 12 13 14 


Is [6 


[8 19 


10 111 112 113 


122 123 


126 127 


129 130 


131 132 133 


139 140 


144 |45 


151 1 52 


153 154 


157 158 159 


[61 162 


by Virginia B. Hopewefl 


3 Buy — in a 
poke 

4 Sailing 

5 The rain in — 

9 

mmm 

6 Vocation 

7 — and terminer 

8 252 gallons 

9 Some fireworks 

10 “From — 
Eternity 

11 Monogram unit 
abbr. 

12 Trademark 

13 Ruler 

21 Ocean motion 
23 Actress Goldie 

25 Idem ‘ 

26 Fem leaf 

27 Siren 

28 Solidarity 

30 Consumed 

31 Functions 

32 Temporary 

grants 

33 Gift recipient 
35 Has a profound 

impact 
40 Hit hard 
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Tuesday's Puzzle solved: 


□□□□ QQE3QD □□□□ 
QQCJQ QSQEQ EQDQ 
□□□□ □□□□□ QQOQ 
□□□□□□ □□□□!!□□£ 

□□□ □□□□□ 

UQHQ □□□□□ □□□□ 

□DC3QQC9 □□□□ □□□ 

□□□□ □□□DH □□□ 

Q0DE3Q 

□□□□□□an 

QQQQ □□□QQ □□□□ 

oaga □□□□□ □□□□ 

□Baa bbdbb naan 


0 1897 TrBiune msob sa 
AB rights reserved. 

41 Made 
43 Cleopatra's 
handmaiden 

45 Long poem 

47 — Pointe, Mich. 

46 Small fish 

52 Having great 
bulk 

53 Sound of pain 
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54 Small 
receptacle 

55 Dog 

56 ‘Aware of 

57 Adore 

58 Cry of dismay 

59 Seed 

62 Time zone 
letters 
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I HOROSCOPE 

forecast 

FOR MONDAY, | 

august u, 1W: J; 

By Thomas S. Pierson,? I 

Astrologer, Carroll - 5SWB 

Righter Bundation frOJT* 

ARKS: (March 21 to , r, 

Apnl 19) If you handfe A in HCO-lS "i 
your dunes m a different ! .ctflH U C 
“aoner today., you win : P ,v , ,j ,„J 
get much better results if) 1 .J~t 

After lunch use much : h)’ ' 

more patience with your . ' ivi - ^ 

career activities and ' Ki f ' /-r J^-Ounfer 

thereby you can retain the i%rfi- :r, ni -^ ]ion 

respect of fellow associ- v J . IVmkc durin 

^URUS: (April 20 to 1990 

May 20) You are lookiDg ^ jnr.se h 

forward to somethhig frorn Sb. 

pleasant in die morning TT --■= **i 

today. Delays occur, how- • *1 ^ C o*' this ’ 

^everything works out t*£, r of 

2?,®* this evening **.^:4*, where 

loved ones quite content -oof 

from the outrome. ~-' yi M 

GEMINI! (May 21 t, J#*,- 
June 21) A home affair 

could deter your progress » • 

today, however be patient J fofW&H IQ** /A 
and in the days ahead you JP ^ , • c L-, 

can make up for tost tune. * inQU 
Later this evening will be 1 \ 

good for going out on the ngT C€tU *■ «* •> J 
town with close friends * 
on recreational activities. . . . v tra 

MOON CHILDREN: (June #.10^- , 

22 to July 21) You find it 

difficult to get your letters ni-’ L — 

written early today, how- j " 'A 1 '" 1 : ‘ “ Toq? 

sver later this evening ^ ^^1 * v i 

y^ou can do a more clever -,v : J- r, V :: - " : y‘; * . 

:hore of them. Straighten / '■ ‘ “ =■' * y * ' 

wit travel difficulties later 

this evening and you can > k 

make your loved ones ’ 1 " ■ " " nis - ^ 

more respective. l.Vn;-: ■" ’ t 

LEO: (July 22 to August Jr. i ■■ ■ ' 

11) Moming bodes poor- E:. - - c - r r 

ly for handling a financial Q a. -" : * B 

matter, postpone it Drive foial ■ 

rarefully while you are on Uir, Jjrinc th 

he fairway and avoid 

iny difficult situations. irai 

-ater tins evening will be ^ ^ roul 

;ood for meeting with r .V.: 1 . r.Hin 

mowledgeable people. 7^ f... r or. both n 
/IRGO: (August 22 to j|\. The ; 

September 22) Deal caie- "j 'T;- -‘-.Lh Jor 

Tilly with higher-ups this v.^ ,; Da 

noming. Later this 

arenmg you wiU reap iri ro'e! 

deas wort best ate ^ r * e4) 

unch arid thereby ybu! 
an gain the support of a 

^J^n'VSeriice Com 

JDBRA: (September 23 . , 

o October 22) Personal HCeiVCS 3,t>82 , 
oncern might prove con* 

.rt lament appli 

evening you can meet and 

learn from a new person- .~ T ,. . . . 

ality. Take a new acquain- ' ‘ - . " - ■; employs^ 

tance out for dinner and '■ Ser.'ice O 

thereby you can gain new . ' s: the cc 

knowledge. B . r... 

SCORPIO: (October 23 : ~-c ti . r.erwi secorjt 

to November 21) Devise j 'y - decrees \i 

time today to business, ^ rise 

not to one who likes to "? r.jd mastei 

gossip or there could be '> *.:? ■■ ::orii;e desre 
details spread which ■* r.^.r i.Q2? sve 

could be detrimental 

Accept your mates fine 

ideas for the days ahead ^ — — 

and make your business 

activities more success- 
ful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Now- ^TTER HALF 

mber 22 to December 21) ' 11 ^ ^ 

It will prove beneficial to HAj^lpr 

yourself today and others llyjcii Q 

to stay out of a disagree- 

ment today. Charm will TtSJ) 1 

work for you at this time OFTgy A LOV 

than meddling. Later. this . VOL 

evening will prove quite 

beneficial through your (/< . — 

efforts. • X J J C v] 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- , Oq ^ ? 

ber 22 to January 20) You GtcT t O\ 

should stop worrying j W( sy. 

about new difficulties and |H L — 1 ( ( > ▼ p Alf- 

start labouring on / * \ 

strengths. Try to under-! 
stand a fellow associate,! 
and be generous with 

your loved ones. Later 

this evening will be good " 

for consulting with! — — 

knowledgeable people. V ^ _ 

AQUARIUS: (January ^ 

21 to February 19) 

should not fear diving ^ 

into new activities which ^ ■: 
initially seems costly. 
will benefit in the 

ahead. The evening is a ■ . j . 

good time w be with yorah^.^] : „ 

mate and develop a ptaB — I ». 

of action which is benen- 

rial. nL JfmS& 

PISCES: (February 20 to [ WlgR 

March 20) You shorid not j 

permit an outsider 10 j ^ : '■*§>)& i j 

influence family affair 31 1 ylB 
this time. Spend L 

with dose friends who WHAT T 

are cheerful and 

with your career activities [j Tj ' ^ 7 

and make your eSods ^ ^ 

quite beneficial. KJ ^ 
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Revenue front real 
estate deals declines 
by JD3.34 million 

** REVENUE FRO»M reaJ estate deals during the first 
seven montlis of this year amounted to JD37.8S mil- 
lion compared to JD41.22 million during the same 
period of 1996. The revenue 'during last month was 
J 06.02 million, an amount that is J 3 per cent less than 
the figure posted during July 1996 and 22 per cent 
below the figure registered during June 1997. 

The least revenue came from Shobak where land 
deals there provided the treasury with JD! 8,172 dur- 
ing the first seven months of this year compared to 
JD22.654 during the same period of 1 996. The highest 
revenue was posted at Amman where the total stood at 
JDS. 5! million from January to July of this year. The 
total during the same period of 1996 was JD6.62 mil- 
lion ( A1 Aswaq). 

Royal Jordanian passenger 
load rises by 9.3 
per cent this year 

* * ROYAL JORDANIAN airlines transported 656,930 
passengers during the first six months of this year, 9.3 
per cent higher than the number transported during the 
same period of 1996. The average passenger seat fac- 
tor during the January -June of 1997 was 66.30 com- 
pared to 63.3 during the same period of 1996. The air- 
line carried 37.676 tonnes of cargo, 13.8 per cent more 
than the volume lilted during the January-June period 
of 1996. As such, the average load factor stood at 57.8 
during the first six month of this year. 

The highest growth in passenger traffic and cargo 
activity was on Indian sub-continent routes. North 
Africa, the Middle Easr and Far East routes in addition 
to those of Arab Gulf countries. In this regard, die 
Royal Jordanian Heel flew at total of 32.739 hours 
compared to 31,331 hours during the six months of 
1996. 

Meanwhile, the Royal Wings transported 21,959 
passengers on the Amman-Aqaba route and 9.066 pas- 
sengers on the Amman-Tel Aviv route during the past 
six months. The seat factor on both routes was 47 per 
cent and 52 percent respectively. The Royal W'ings has 
recently signed agreements with Jordan InterConti- 
nental and Forte Grand as well as Dan Panorama and 
Dan Karmel in Haifa to encourage tourism between 
Jordan and northern Israel and to enable tourists in 
both countries to use the mentioned hotel at reduced 
charges jfAI As^vaqJ. 

i ■ ■ ■ • ■■ m m m 

% 

Civil Service Commission 
receives 3,582 new 
employment applications 


** A TOTAL of 3,582 new employment applications 
were submitted to the Civil Service Commission until 
the middle of July, sources at the commission have 
said. Gy educational classification, 335 applicants 
were holders of the general secondary certificate 
(Tawjihi), 738 held diploma degrees (community col- 
leges}. 2.406 had BA degrees, five applicants held 
higher diploma degrees, 63 had masters degrees, nine 
with board and 26 with doctorate degrees. 1,655 of the 
applicants were males and 1.927 were females (AI 
Ra ; i). 


THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 
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MARKET, 

I WISH YOU’D 
COMPLIMENT 
ME MOKE 
OFTEN. 
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OKAY- 

HAVE I EVER 
TOLD YOU WHAT 
ALOVELYWIFE 
YOU HAVE? 
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that scrambled word game 

by Hanri Arnold and Mko Arpirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


1GSEE 


■ ■ 


mm 


e«B7 Man IM&SMM. He 
M figMO 


1LEEX 

mm 


mmm 

■■ 

Inenkle 


r 

mmm 

mm 



SAYMUL 

■ 




WHAT THE ZOO 
KEEPERS FOUNP 
WHEN THE WILP 
CAT E5CAPEP. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

V 


Answer.-THE f! I lIIU k XJLLJ 


^ru m3 

Vaster Ml I Ambles: GUIDE FRANC VERSUS 
^ I Answer: TOs can cool a steamy encou 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BEAUTY 
encounter - 


AN ICY STARE 


Lebanon renews invitation 
for Iraqi trade visit 


BAGHDAD (AFP i — 
Iraq has received a new 
invitation for a trade 
visit to Lebanon after a 
mission due in August 
was scrapped because 
of a row over the Arab 
Games in Beirut, an 
official said Sunday. 

Ailnan AI Qudsi. pres- 
ident of 1 raij's Cham- 
bers of Industry, told 
AFP that the invitation 
was under considera- 
tion. 

The president of 
Lebanon’s Association 
of Industrialists. 

Jacques Sarraf. sent a 
representative ’*lo 

explain the reasons 
which pushed Lebanon 


not to allow Iraqi ath- 
letes to lake part in the 
Arab Games," he said. 

Mr. Sarraf delivered 
the new invitation. 

Baghdad called off a 
trade visit due to take 
place on Aug. 19 that 
would have been its 
first to Lebanon since 
U.N. sanctions were 
imposed on Iraq for its 
August 1990 invasion 
c*f Kuwait. 

The decision came 
after Lebanon barred 
Iraqi athletes from the 
Arab Games under 
pressure from Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, 
which are key financial 
backers of Beirut's 


post-war reconstruc- 
tion. 

But amid signs of the 
row being patched up. 
an Iraq- Lebanon foot- 
ball match has been 
scheduled for Aug. 21 
in Beirut. And an Iraqi 
volleyball team is to 
compete in a Beirut 
tournament starting on 
Aug. 17. 

Mr. Qodsi also said he 
wxiuld lead a delegation 
to Syria Friday to try to 
seal more contracts 
under the U.N. oil-tor- 
food exemption to the 
seven-vear embargo. 


Asian business confidence 


surges as exports rise 


survey 


SINGAPORE (AFP i — 
Business confidence is 
surging throughout the 
Asia-Pacific region amid 
expectations of growing 
export demand, according 
to a quarterly ■ survey con- 
ducted by die Gallup 
orgunisaiion for air express 
firm DHL. 

A majority of business- 
men polled in 12 of 15 
regional countries were 
upbeat about short-term 
export prospects over the 
next 1 2 months, the results 
of the survey received here 
showed. 

“And in each of the 15 
countries involved, the 
majority were also opti- 
mistic about long-term 
export orders over five 


influential 
the Asi.i- 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

WOWTHO 

LOW 

COrlFANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS . 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


298.000 218. SOO 

ARAD BANK 

13. £ 

1.26 

14 

£40 

159020 

293-20 

294.25 

2-25+ 

K 

2.360 

1 . 680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK . 

E 

0.00 

23 

22G7 3 

46255 

2.06 

2.06 

.01- 


3.600 

2.760 

BANK OP JORDAN 

6.4 

0.00 


! £000 

4 57 SO 

3.05 

3.05 

- 


2.480 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV . BK . 

8,6 

7.32 

6 

1 5 JO 

15726 

2-31 

2.31 

- 


5.200 

4.500 

THAT HOUSING BK. 

U.S 

4.01 

3 

2050 

5062 

4.64 

4.64 

- 


4. L0O 

2.440 

JOft.tUJUAXT BANK 

10.7 

0.00 

1 

LOO 

3G2 

3. Cl 

3.02 

-01 + 


1.050 

-760 

JOR. GULP BANK 

4.7 

8 . 66 

6 

9300 

7347 

. 79 

.79 

- 


4.050 

3.400 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

16.8 

3.08 

6 

675 

3404 

3.9L 

a.e* 

-02- 


1-760 

1. 110 

UNION 0K-SAV.XNV. 

P 

0.00 

J 

172 

220 

!.2fi 

2 . 2S 

- 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR. 1NV. PIN. BANK 

21.1 

D. 00 

5 

651 

2139 

3.30 

3.29 

.01- 


DANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX a 217.02 'CHG: 

*0.28 

70 

56567 

284350 





2.950 

2.700 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

22.0 

5. 36 


1437 

4024 

2.80 

2.00 

— 


2.260 

1-590 

JOP FRENCH IK3UR. 

4.6 

12.20 

2 

3 30 

540 

1-62 

1.64 

.01 + 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX l 113.S4 'CHCl 

*0.05 

4 

1767 

4664 





1.620 

1.500 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

8.0 

6.02 

a 

1781 

2955 

1-66 

1.66 

— 


1.540 

1.320 

XRBXD ELECTRICITY 

8.5 

a. io 

2 

350 

497 

1.42 

1.42 

- 


3.050 

2.150 

SHIPPING LINES 

16. B 

4.51 

2 

1750 

5040 

2.90 

2.88 

-02- 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. POmTOLZO 

9 

0.00 

6 

3750 

5223 

1.39 

1.39 

- 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

7.9 

0.00 

a 

10700 

31819 

2.9B 

3.01 

.03 + 


1.220 

.930 

ZAKKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 


700 

686 

. 9B 

.98 

- 


2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.25 

4 

3200 

5578 

1.74 

1.76 

.02+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 109.59 ‘CHGi 

+0.16 

34 

22232 

51798 





4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

26.7 

2.77 

32 

6544 

25790 

3.95 

3.97 

.02+ 


10.250 

9.040 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

9-7 

6.91 

17 

1830 

18246 

9.95 

9.98 

.03+ 


4.160 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MAKF. 

11.2 

4.94 

19 

4993 

20217 

4.05 

4-05 

- 


I. BOO 

1.310 

JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

16.2 

6.11 

3 

1750 

2293 

1.31 

1.31 

— 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.7 

0.00 

3 

3500 

1610 

-46 

.46 

- 


1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

31.5 

0.00 

3 

1100 

1134 

1.04 

1.03 

-01- 


1.290 

.510 

INTERNED. FBTRO.CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

138 

.55 

.55 

- 


. 9B0 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL 1HD5- 

g 

0.00 

21 

13145 

8696 

.64 

.66 

-02+ 


3.000 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE W1RT-MFAC 

37.4 

0.00 

i 

500 

..1165 

2.38 

2.33 

.05- 


.940 

.530 

JOR. 5ULPHO-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

2 

350 

L, ‘ 210 

.60 

.60 

- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

27.1 

5.22 

4 

1000 

-...i i34 q 

1.34 

1.34 

- 


2.420 

l.OBO 

UNIV. MODlf.ZNDS. 

P 

.21 

17 

7950 

9459 

1.26 

1-20 

-02+ 


2.510 

.990 

JOR . XNDS . RESOURCES 

13.9 

9.71 

7 

3650 

3763 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


1 .-620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

24.7 

4.49 

15 

69ia 

10693 

1.53 

1-58 

-03* 


1.070 

.BIO 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

15.2 

0.00 

1 

500 

41S 

• 84 

.83 

.01- 


l.^JO 


I NIX- TOBACCO 

6.3 

0.00 

13 

19550 

22483 

1.15 

1.15 

— 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 123 

-60 i OK: 

+0-09 

160 

73552 

127755 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX! 166.38 'CHG: 

+0.20 

268 

154137 

468467 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 
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.710 

.410 

MACH. BQP- RENT. MAZN. 

g 

0.00 

•i 

400 

200 

.53 

.50 

.03- 


a 660 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.9 

0.00 

5 

6600 

2706 

.41 

-42 


P 

.950 

.540 

JOP.FlN.INV.ee>. 

P 

0.00 

10 

8700 

4959 

• £6 

.57 

-01 + 


.840 

. 660 

UNION INV. 50% 

g 

0.00 

4 

2800 

532 

.69 

.69 



. 620 

-370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

5 

4750 

1948 

. 40 

.41 


N 

.950 

-720 

AL-SHAPQ INV. CO. 

p 

0.00 

5 

8750 

7613 

.87 

-87 


N 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

65.3 

0.00 

11 

8629 

370B 

.67 

.68 



.730 

.520 

ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

g 

0.00 

1 

350 

186 

.53 

-S3 



.570 

.380 

ARAB INTL-XITV.TRD. 

44.9 

0.00 

4 

1500 

585 

.39 

-39 



.750 

.400 

NATL - MULT . ENG . NAMICO 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

245 

.49 

.49 



.820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

6 
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.76 

.75 
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.730 
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MIDEAST PHARM- 75' 

E 

0.00 

6 
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3700 

.65 
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1.220 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75' 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 
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.95 

.95 



. GTD 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 05* 

E 

0.00 

15 

22600 

10396 
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.61 

-01+ 


-570 

.320 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

3 

6900 

2346 

.34 

- 34 
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.590 

NATL- POULTRY 

B 

0.00 

1 

750 

480 

.63 

. 64 

- 01 4 

K 

2-000 

.730 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

P 

0.00 

15 

26282 

12935 

-75 

.75 



.860 

.590 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.8 

15. 07 

13 

6350 

4001 

.63 

.63 
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vears.” according to the 
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DHL export indicator, 
which trucks 
trade trends in 
Pacific region. 

The survey was bused on 
interviews with 1.174 
senior executives from 

large exporting companies 
in Australia. China. Hong 
Kong. India. Indonesia. 
Japan, Malaysia. New 

Zealand, the Philippines. 
Singapore, South Korea. 
Sri Lanka. Tainan. Thai- 
land and Vietnam. 

It was conducted o\er a 
five-week period during 
April and May by the U.S. 
pollster Gallup organisa- 
tion on behalf of DHL. The 
poll was held before the 
current regional currency 
crisis sparked by a July 2 
Thai baht float. 

Most Asian economies 
experienced slower growth 
last year due to a slowdown 
in exports, mainly stem- 
mina from a downturn in 
global electronic* demand. 
Electronics exports are 
expected to improve in the 
second half of this year. 

According to the survey. 
80 per cent of the exporters 
pulled in India ami 
Malaysia. 73 per cent in 
Vietnam and 68 per cent in 
Hong Kong rated short- 
term export prospects as 
“excellent" or "uoihJ." 

More than 50 per cent of 


the re>ponJenis ill China. 
Sri Lanka. Singapore. Tai- 
wan. Indonesia and the 
Philippines also expressed 
similar optimism. 

Expectations for export 
orders over the next five 
years, compared to the past 
12 months, were high, w ith 
more than 50 per cent of 
re-.pondcni" rating them as 
"excellent” or “good." The 
only exception was Japan, 
where only 40 per cent 
were optimistic. DHL said. 

The survey cited South 
East Asia as the biggest 
grow ih market over the pre- 
\ ions 1 2 months and over 
the next year, with Europe 
and the United States also 
singled out for expanding 
demand. 

Costs, including prices of 
raw niaicriuls and finished 
products, was predicted to 
be a kev factor influencing 

« w 

export sales performance. 

The report said the trade 
atmosphere — import and 
export policies, competi- 
tion. costs and customs dif- 
ficulties — w ere seen as the 
primary obstacles for 
greater export success by 
exporters in countries. 

"Based on experience, 
exporter- rale India as the 
most difficult country for 
trade initiation, with Hong 
Kong and Singapore 
\ ieued as most receptive to 
export trade." it said. 


Projects approved 
to look into cheap 
Mideast water 


MUSCAT ( R> — A water 
desalination centre spawned 
by the Middle East peace 
process has approved 20 pro- 
jects to study ways to cut the 
cost of producing water in the 
largely arid region, a centre 
official has said. 

The research projects were 
the first to be approved by the 
Middle East Desalination 
Research Centre 

(MEDRECj. set up in 
December 1996 to look into 
one of the region's most pre- 
cious resources. 

“The centre has approved 
20 projects out of 40 recom- 
mended ones.” said Shannon 
McCarthy , consultant for pro- 
grammes and project devel- 
opment at the Muscat-based 
MEDREC. 

“Wc will issue tenders for 
research proposals to institu- 
tions and universities in Octo- 
ber” at a meeting of the inter- 
national desalination associa- 
tion due to be held in Madrid. 

The centre hoped to give 
out first awards to the pro- 
jects by December 1997. she 

said. Water is not onlv scarce 

■ 

but a bitter point of con- 
tention between Israelis and 
Palestinians as well as 
betw een other regional stales. 


Water desalination is vital 
for the largely arid countries 
of the Middle East, but its 
cosls are prohibitive tor most. 
Mam eovemments bear most 

P %■ 

of the cost or desalination, 
which ex pens say accounts 
for just 5.75 per cent of 
regional water resources. 

Middle East countries 
mainly depend on scarce 
rainfall and non-renewable 
underground water, they say. 

The United Stales. Oman, 
Japan and Israel have corn- 
mined S3 million each to 
MEDREC. South Korea has 
contributed $600,000. The 
European Union is planning 
to donate $3.0 million. 

A total of 40 projects val- 
ued at S3 million for the first 
year and coxering 10 areas in 
the field of desalination tech- 
nology were recommended in 
June by a meeting of interna- 
tional experts in Muscat. 

“The executive council 
reviewed die recommenda- 
tions.. .and approved roughly 
20 projects for the first year, 
which amounts to $1.5 mil- 
lion of potential reasearch 
funding." Ms. McCarthy said. 

She said die budget for the 
projects w ould be decided on 
yearly basis. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile;- 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 

Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Aiound the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes tram Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


; Specie! Reduced : fares'- d; 
SCO Hls_ -‘Oi ' Arnor S1c‘ f 
-andlour f reque nt ; CdsfoTerf 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

* One 4 Two Bedrooms • Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

Tel " 692672 Fax 674551 


& 

CROWN NOTQ. 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

* TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

* SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 




The place to be if its on CD 


* We buy , ’ 
sell & trade 

CDS 


LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
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SOFTWARE & MUSIC ; 


Shmeisani. next to' shmeisani pest office' 
• ' Tel: 700624 - Fax 604183s- W -; 
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WORLD ATHLETICS CH 



U.S. team crashes out in men’s relay 

Remarkable Quirot retains title; Szaho takes 5000m 



ATHENS (AFP) — 
America's bragging relay 
sprint team gatecrashed 
what was supposed to be 
“ladies night” at the World 
Athletics Championships 
here on Saturday. 

Despite the fact there were 
no men's finals on die pro- 
gramme the USA's 4x100 
relay squad managed to 
steal the headlines by failing 
to even get past the first 
round. 

Hours after vowing to set. 
a world record and crush, 
urch-rivals Canada in 
Sunday's final, the first 
change between Brian 
Lewis and Tim 
Montgomery proved fatal. 

Montgomery failed to get 
the baton and Maurice 
Greene's much hyped 
showdown with Canada's 
Donovan Bailey on the 
anchor leg was gone. 

Greene, running anchor 
collapsed in despair as he 
watch the blunder. 

Making no attempt to hide 
his disgust, Greene, the 
1 00m champion, finally got 
to his feet and walked slow- 
ly to the exit. 

Dennis Mitchell, running 
three, blamed lack of prac- 
tice for the disaster. 

“We just don't do enough 
practice. It is a young team 


and the technique is just not 
there but 1 still think we are 
the best," he said. 

Canada nearly joined the 
Americans to the exit when 
they needed all of Bailey's 
power to make up for a poor 
baton change and secure 
fourth spot in the semi- 
finals and a place in 
Sunday's final. 

While the Americans were 
flopping, the remarkable 
Ana Fidelia Quirot of Cuba 
was winning the gold medal 
in the women’s 800m — 
retaining the title she won in 
Gothenburg two years ago. 

The 34-year-old clocked 
lmin 57. Msec to outpace 
Russian Yelena Afanasyeva, 
who was second in 1 :57.56. 
The 1993 champion Maria 
Mutola of Mozambique was 
a disappointing third in 
1:57.59. 

Quirot who was almost 
burnt to death in a domestic 
incident in 1993 which led 
to her losing her baby, 
surged past Mutola in the 
straight to clinch the title — 
which she revealed was a 
strategy she had planned. 

“My coach and I decided 
that I had to attack with 
about SO metres to go as 
Maria would have been able 
to Fight back if it had been 
any earlier,'' she said. 



Cuba’s Ana Fidelia Quirot (C) smiles as she carries her 
country’s flag after winning the women's 800m final 
(Reuters photo) 



Gabriela Szabo of Romania celebrates with her nation- 
al flag after winning the women's 5000 metres. Szabo 
won tbe Gold medal in 14:57.68 minutes (Reuters 
photo) 


Quirot, who still bears tbe 
physical scars of the fire, 
had another objective — 
which proved impossible 
the way the race was run. 

“1 wanted the world 
record but it was too rough a 
race and I decided that gold 
was enough for me," she 
said. 

“This is a great champi- 
onships tor Cuba and I am 
so happy that I contributed 
to it. I dedicate this to Cuba 
and ‘il comm andante’ (Fidel 
Castro). 

“When I think back to 
what happened in 1 993 it is 
hard to imagine that I would 
have recovered to win two 
World Championships. 

That was a turning point 
for me because before I had 
been too relaxed but to have 
such an experience makes 
you realise that life is too 
short and you must take 
your chances,” she com- 
mented. 

In the long jump final 


Russia's Ludmila Galkina 
overcame a headache and a 
patriotic Greek crowd to 
take the title. 

Greece’s Niki Xanthou, 
who briefly held the lead, 
had the home fans in the 
Olympic stadium roaring 
their approval, making it 
difficult for tbe other com- 
petitors. but Galkina was 
not to be denied when she 
jumped 7.05m. 

“We all knew that the first 
one to jump seven metres 
would be the sure winner. 
Although I had a slight 
headache I managed it," 
said Galkina, giving Russia 
their first gold of the cham- 
pionships. 

Italy's English import and 
defending champion Fiona 
May won the bronze, much 
to her chagrin. 

"As defending champion I 
must be disappointed with 
the bronze but at least I 
tried," she said. 

Trine Hattestad used fam- 


ily inspiration to win the 
javelin title with a throw of 
68.78m. 

"My husband being in the 
stands and my two sons 
watching back in the hotel 
inspired me," said tbe 
Norwegian. 

Australia’s Joanna Stone 
was delighted with her sil- 
ver medal throw of 68.64m. 
a personal best- The 
London-born policeman 
failed to qualify in the *96 
Olympics but was never in 
danger of failing to make 
the cut here. 

“Coming after Atlanta, I 
am absolutely thrilled. I did- 
n’t kpow what I had thrown 
in ths last round but it does- 
n't matter. I'm really happy 
with , the silver," beamed 
Stone. 

Just as happy was third 
placed Tanja Damaske of 
Germany. 

“First international medal, 
personal best It's wonder- 
ful." she said. 

Gabriela Szabo of 
Romania came of age in the 
outdoor arena when she 
took the women's 5,000m 
tide to put alongside her 
3,000m world indoor title. 

The 21 -year-old, fourth in 
Gothenburg two years ago, 
came home in a time of 
14min 57. 68 sec, veteran 
Italian Roberta Brunet of 
Italy took silver with 
14:58.29 and Fernanda 
Ribeiro of Portugal the 
Olympic 10,000 champion, 
had to settle for the bronze 
in 14:58.85 . 

The American women's 
4x100 relay team did what 
the men could not do — 
win. 

Anchored by Gail Devers, 
they raced home in 41.47 to 
fail in their world record bid 
by one tenth of a second. 

It was a -second gold- 
medal for 100m champion 
Marion Jones who ran the 
second leg. 

Jamaica took silver and 
France the bronze. 


Canada wins relay; Komen wins 5000m 
as marathon ends in dramatic finish 


ATHENS (AFP) — Canada 
won the men’s 4x100m gold 
at the World 

Championships here on 
Sunday in 37.86sec. 

Nigeria won silver in 
38.07 and Britain the 
bronze in 3S.I4. 

Daniel Komen of Kenya 
won the men’s 5,000m title 
with a time of 13:07.38. 

Khalid Boulami of 
Morocco won the silver in 
13:09.34 and Tom Nyariki 
of Kenya the bronze in 
13:11.09. 

In the women's high 
jump. Norway’s Hanne 
Haugland took the gold 
medal clearing 1.99m. 

Russia's Olga Kalitourina 
and Ukraine's Inga 
Babakova shared silver 
with 1.96m. 


Meanwhile, Lars Riedel 
of Germany won the discus 
gold medal throwing 
68.54m to edge out silver 
medalist Lithuania's 

Virgilijus Alekna 166.70m.) 
and Jurgen Schuit of 
Germany. who threw 
66.14m for bronze. 

Earlier. Abel Anton of 
Spain won a dramatic sprint 
finish to take the men's 
marathon. 

Anton had spent the final 
10 kilometers running on 
the shoulder of fellow 
Spaniard Martin Fiz, the 
two men having broken 
away and running alone and 
untroubled at the front. 

As they closed in on the 
historic Panathinaikon 
Stadium it was the 34-year- 
old Anton who made a 


move. 

Just 500 metres from the 
entrance Anton slipped 
wide and went past the 
defending champion who 
could not match him. 

Fiz, a former steeplechas- 
er, could only watch his 
teammate going away from 
hi m towards his third 
marathon victory in three 
outings. 

Anton finished in 2:13.16 
and Fiz, who had decided to 
wear the same shoes that 
brought him success in 
Gothenburg two years ago. 
five seconds behind. 

Australia's Steve 

Monegbetti won his first 
ever world championship 
medal, taking the bronze in 
2:14.15. ; 


Christie announces retirement 


i 

w 

ATHENS (AFP) — Former European, 
world and Olympic 100 metres champion 
Linford Christie announced his retirement 
from athletics on Saturday. 

“I woke up this morning and thought 
'why bother?'." the 37-year-old told the 
BBC. “I was going to run on but really I 
don't see the point." 

Christie, who won the Olympic title in 
Barcelona in 1992 and was world champion 
in 1993, said last year that he would not 
compete in any more major championships. 

He has been a regular on the Grand Prix 
circuit before the current world champi- 


onships and had intended to compete in the 
lucrative post-Athens races. 

But just hours before he was due to fly to 
Zurich for next week's Weltklasse meet, he 
decided to call it a day. 

"I still want to stay in shape. I'll still train 
but I want to see a bit more of my family," 
he said. 

Christie, Europe's fastest-ever sprinter, 
said his world title in Stuttgart in 1993 was 
his greatest achievement 

“Everybody wants to win the Olympics 
but Andre Cason and Carl Lewis weren't 
there — it wasn't quite the same." 


Medals table at the start of the final day of conipeti- 

tion at the world athletics oJiampionships on Sunday 
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Steven Spielberg 's 

THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Jim Carrey ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




PLAZA 


Harrison Ford 
& Brad Pitt... in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 
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Canada’s Donovan Bailey (L) receives the baton firom Brany Sarin daring their 1st 
round heat of the men’s 4x100 metres relay event at the 'World Championships in 
Athletics. The Canadian relay time clocked a time of 3836 seconds and qualified for 
the semi-finals (Reuters photo) 

Russian stripped of medal after dope test- 



isprilla fill 
ewcastle; 


ATHENS (AFP) — Russian athlete 
Olimpiada Ivanova, who won the silver 
medal in the 10-kilometre walk at the World 
Championships, has been stripped of her 
medal after testing positive for drugs, the 
International Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) announced here on Sunday. 

The 27-year-old is automatically banned 
for two years. 

She is the second athlete to lose a medal 


at the championships after testing positive. 

Ukrainian shot put gold medallist 
Aleksandr Bagach was stripped of his gold 
medal on Thursday. 

The 30-year-old Bagach, who was sus- 
pended for a positive drugs test in 1989, 
returned a positive result for the stimulant 
ephedrine — he will only receive a public 
warning under the new IAAF rules brought 
in last week. 
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Gail Devers (L) of the United States receives the baton from her teammate Inger 
Miller (R) daring the final of the women’s 4x100 metres relay event at the World 
Championships in Athletics. The team of tbe USA clocked a time of 41.47 seconds and 
won the gold medal (Reuters photo) 
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Villeneuve wins Hungarian GP 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — Jacques 
Villeneuve's Williams-Renaulr overtook 
the ailing Arrows- Yamaha of Damon Hill 
on the final lap to score a dramatic victory 
in Sunday's Hungarian Grand Prix. 

’ World champion Hill, who had led for vir- 
tually the whole race, finished second — a 
remarkable performance in a notoriously 
unreliable car. He crossed the line Usee 
behind Villeneueve. 

Johnny Herbert of Britain was third in a 
sauber with World Championship leader 
Michael Schumacher of Germany fourth in 
his Ferrari. 

Then came Schumacher's brother Ralf 
Schumacher in a Jordan-Peugeot and Shtnji 
Nakano of Japan in a Prost-Mugen-Honda. 

- Canadian Villeneuve trailed Hill by over 
30 seconds late in the race, but Hill's car 
suddenly lost power after a throttle failure 
with two laps remaining, depriving the 
Arrows team of its first Grand Prix victory 
in 299 races stretching back to 1978. 

ViHeneuve’s fifth victory of the season 
enabled him to reduce Schumacher's cham- 
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pionship lead to just three points. 

‘It’s great Today allows us to get closer 
in the championship," said Villeneuve after 
the Williams team recorded its. seventh win 
in 12 races at the 3.968km (2.465 miles) 
Hungaroring circuit 

Villeneuve covered the 77 laps, a total of 
305.536km (189.851 miles), in lhr45min ‘ 
47.149sec and helped Williams to close to 
within two points of Ferrari at the head of 
the Constructors’ Championship. 

“Damon was really flying," Villeneuve 
said. "At the end of the the race it was look- 
ing pretty grim. Then, with two laps to go, 
my pit crew told me he was slowing down. 

Then, when I got to him I saw hie was going 
left and right.” 

Hill, whose performance thrilled a 
120.000 crowd, said he was both pleased 
and disappointed. 

“I’m very pleased for the team, although 
disappointed we didn’t win it,” Hill said. *1 . ^ 

was getting to the point where I could think ^ ^ 

about winning the race, but whenever you 
think about that something happens. 
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CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


CONCORD 


Tht novlfl I7«nt 


CONCORD -1» 
of thm 



DUMMir la 


A. 


Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

(12:30. 3:30. 6:13, 8:30. 10:30) 

CONCORD 

Jim Carrv...in 

DUMB & DUMBER 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


Nabil £ Hisharn'* Theatre 

TEL: 625155 • - - ■ - 
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The satirical play 


AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed every Friday. 

For reservations call 625155 
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/BF requests ministry ’s 

help to fund men ’s team 



By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AM M AN — The cash- 
strapped Jordan Basketball 
Federation (J BF ) has 
appealed to the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth to help iL 
li nance the men’s national 
team’s participation in the 
17th Asian Championship 
in Riyadh. Saudi Arabia 
Sept. 11-19. 

JBF Secretary Moham- 
mad Nabil Sunday told iht 
Jordan Ttmcs that federa- 
tion President Mudar Maj- 
doub had met the ministry's 
secretary-general and was 
awaiting the reply in order 
to go ahead with plans for a 
training camp soon. 

The team is now undergo- 
ing intense practice under 
new coach Imad A! Saeed 
after Lhe JBF relieved the 
Ukrainian coach of his 
duties following the team’s 
sixth place finish at the 
recent ly-concludcd Pan- 

Arab Games in Beirut. 

"We need to properly pre- 
pare the team and hope to 
secure funding for a train- 
ing camp in East Europe or 
host two ieams in Amman 
to evaluate preparedness 


and lac tics.” Nahil 
explained. 

Like other sports federa- 
tions. ihe JBF has been 
lacing n financial problem 
and cancelled the women’s 
participation in the Asian 
Championship in Bangkok 
earlier in ihe year. 

With most of its allocated 
budget spent un the 
women’s find men’s partici- 
pation in the Pan-Arab 
Gaines the JBF is lacing a 
Serious issue. 

The federation also can- 
not afford lo decline partic- 
ipation as that would entail 
penalties by the Asian Bas- 
ketball Confederation 
I ABC. i especially after Jor- 
dan and Iran automatically 
qualified. Both teams took 
the two allocated slots fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of 
Iraq and Syria from the 
West As»a pre-qualifiers 
which were due to be held 
in Tehran. Iran earlier this 
month. 

Sixteen loams will be 
playing in Riyadh. The top 
five from the IjsI champi- 
onship and the hosts quali- 
fy amomaiicallv. There 
will also be two teams from 
each of the ABC’s five 


regional zones. 

Jordan was due to host 
■lie four-team pre qualifiers, 
but the JBF conceded the 
bid to Iran explaining that it 
would "be financially more 
rewarding.” 

Up to seven icam:: are eli- 
gible to cunicai qualifiers in 
the future as the West Asia 
zone also includes Pales- 
tine. Yemen and Lebanon, 
but the three are out this 
year since they have not 
paid their dues to the ABC. 

Minor changes are 
cxpecied on the lineup with 
top players like Hilal 
Barakal. Naser Bushnaq, 
Marwan Ma’touq and 
Yousef Zaghloui, missing 
the lineup. 

After Mahmoud Sha'ban. 
Marwan Sacedi, Naser Bas- 
sam and Jan Sahlieh left lor 
varied reasons, the JBF 
named Ramez Ham- 
moudeh. Ghaith Ennabi, 
Nihad Madi and Ala’ Bil- 
beissi ax replacement to 
join Zcid Alkhas. My’;m 
Odeh. Yousef Abu Bakr, 
Naser Alawneh. Faisal 
Nsour. Ayinan Du yes. 
Naser Bassam and Fadi 
Saqqa. 


Asprilla fills the gap for 
Newcastle; Arsenal draw 


LONDON (R) — Colom- 
bian international Faustino 
Asprilla scored twice on 
Saturday to give Newcastle 
a winning start to the new 
English season and make 
up for injured Alan Shear- 
er's absence. 

The fiery attacker 

grabbed the fastest goal of 

the dav os last season's run- 

^ __ 

□ers-up beat Sheffield 

Wednesday 2-i at St 
James’ Park, plundering the 
first after one minute 4S 
seconds and the second in 
the 72nd minute. 

The goals calmed anxious 
magpies fans and answered 
one of the big pre-season 
questions — namely who 
would score Newcastle's 
goals in the absence of 
Shearer and last season's 
strike partner Les Ferdi- 
nand. 

Ferdinand has been sold 
to Tottenham, who host 
champions Manchester 
United on Sunday. Asprilla 
also fulfilled another popu- 
lar prediction — that a for- 
eigner would score the first 
goal in a Premier League 
flooded by fresh imports 
over the summer. 


Italian Benito Carbone 
equalised for Wednesday in 
the eighth minute but New- 
castle. who play Croatia 
Zagreb in a European Cup 
qualifier next week, made 
the running and had three 
goals disallowed in the first 
half. 

A home-grown player 
outscored the Colombian, 
with Coventry's Dion 
Dublin hitting the first hat- 
trick of the season in a late 
3-2 home win against 
Chelsea on a dav of swel- 

•r 

tering heat around the 
country. 

Liverpool, with Paul Ince 
making his debut as cap- 
tain. also nearly suffered an 
upset. 

The favourites to replace 
Manchester United as 
champions made a shaky 
stan at Wimbledon despite 
strong performances from 
new signings Ince and Ger- 
man international Karl- 
heinz RJedle. 

Marcus Gavle sent Wim- 
bledon ahead in the 55th 
minute before Michael 
Owen equalised from a 
penalty, awarded after Vin- 
nie Jones felled Riedle. 


Arsenal, another team 
fancied for the title, drew I - 
1 al former manager 
George Graham's Leeds. 
Ian Wright put arsenal 
ahead in the 35th minute 
but Dutch signing Jinuuy- 
Floyd Hassdbuink 

equalised in the 42nd. 

Crystal Palace's new Ital- 
ian signing from Juventus, 
Attilio Lombardo, scored 
on his debut, splitting the 
Evenon defence as promot- 
ed Palace won 2-1. 

Newcomers Barnsley, 
appearing in the top flight 
for the first time in their 
1 10-year history, made a 
dream start at home to West 
Ham when Neil Red team 
scored after nine minutes 
but faded and lost 2- 1 . 

“It wasn't an ideal first 
game,” said West Ham 
manager Harry Redknapp. 
“Barnsley away was always 
going to be a big crowd.. .It 
was a tough game. 


China's Le Jingyi, gold medalist during the Atlanta 
Olympics women's 100m freestyle and 50m and 100m 
freestyle world record holder, powers on the water 
during a heat session of the women's 200m freestyle 
in the Pan Pacific Swimming Championships in 
Fukuoka, southwestern Japan (Reuters photo) 


Sampras, Muster 
advance in Ohio 


MASON (R) — Top- 
seeded Pete Sampras won 
an easy semifinal match to 
the boredom of fans at the 
ATP championship, but 
fifth -seed Thomas Muster 
won a marathon victory to 
a standing ovation on Sal- 
urdtiv. 

Under bluslon- condi- 
lions, Sampras was deter- 
mined to get the job done 
quickly against the 17th- 
r.mkcd Costa, who he 
thrashed 6-3 b-4 in 64- 
minutc.v He has beaten 
Costa all three times they 
have played. 

The fourth-ranked 
Muster battled down to 
the wire to beat second- 
ranked Michael Chang 6- 
3 4-6 7-6 t7-2) in two 
hours. 16 minutes. 

Sampras leads Muster 7- 
I in their c;trcer meetings 
— Muster's one victory 
came indoors in the semi- 
finals of the Essen, Ger- 
many tournament in 1995. 

Muster, who now leads 
Chang 6-2 in their head- 
to-head record, employed 
a wicked forehand and 
powerful backhand to take 
Chang out of his usual 
game style. 

“J like to play him,” 
Muster said. “His game 
suits me. I trouble him a 
lot because he can't run 
me around like he does 
with the other players." 

Muster played a brilliant 
first set. winning all 16 
points he served in four 
service games. 

In the second set. 
Muster had a 5-3 lead on 
the strength of wo break 
points on Chang's serve in 
the eighth game. Chang 
prevailed in the game and 
went on to break Muster 



GOREN BRIDGE 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


answers to weekly bridge quiz 


Q. 1 - Neilhtr vulnerable, of 
South you hold: 


A 106 3 


*Q.J 9865 


Th* bidding has proceeded. 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
U Pass Pass 

2INT Pa*, 7 
Wfcai du vuu bid nnw? 

A - There is a possibility that five 
clubs would be a better spot Lhan 
three no trump, but bidding three 
hearts nuvr runs loo prefit a risk of 
a calamity later. We uuuld opt for 
three nn trump and hope for the 
best. 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
Lild: 

*KQ65 TAKQ63 OVoid *K 1076 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

IT pass 2* *> 

•> 

Whjtdoyuu bid now? 

A - Slam is in Lhe offing* possibly a 
crand. and you must tell partner of 
your hopes as quietly as pinsiblc. 
The simplest way to get the mes- 
sage across is to cue-hid four dia- 
monds. Thai jUo. for the moment 
di least, confirms dubo os ihe 
Uvmp suit. 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you huid. 


jump, and partners rebid will point 
the way to proceed. 

Q. 4 4s South. vulnemMe. you 
hold. 

*95 1 7A7643 : K *A.I 10 4 

The bidding ha* j-nnxidt'd. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

rr Pau. i;: pam 

■J 

What do >ou hid now"/ 

A - As far j.i are cwicemcd thir» 
\b a mi-bniiner Kohid two hiuiiN 
What should you du if ihe Uwrt 
rebid promise a six -curd ? u i L? Don l 
ask us. Addrc^yuur inquiry lp 
someone who inoitl^nn *uch a ^ illy 
method. 

Q.5 - Both vnlneriihlr. js South 
you hold: 

*1053 TAJ ID vA9632 **2 

Thu bidding has pnimdvd" 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Pass I P*** 

IZ 1 Pasb ? 

Wh:il du w»u bid nou.-" 

A - The ducinu'i h:is nut developed 
well for you. and mi* iwu have no 
really pond rebid. Settle for the ItAs- 
er of evils — nu«c tf» two huxrtft. A 
•5-3 fii is not Lhr end uf Die world. 

(j. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hi .Id- 


Registration Pre-K-1 2 for the 1 997/98 
school year is scheduled for tomorrow, 
Tuesday, August 12, 1997 from 9:00 a.m. 
- 12:00 noon in the school's gymnasium. 

For more information please call 
813944 or 813946 


at love in the next same. 

The third set was horlv 

* 

contested, but Muster 
blasted Chans off the 
court with his ferocious 
forehand in die tie-break- 
er. 

"In the tie-breaker 1 reul- 
Iv went lor mv shots." 

■ P 

Muster said. ”1 was hitting 
more winners and was 
more aggressrie. That's 
why I deserved to win the 
match even though it was 
a third set lie-breaker.” 
Wanting to avoid getting 
into long rallies, where 
the wind misht dictate 
play more than his own 
game. Sampras relied on 
his potent serve. In the 
first set of the match, 
Sampras served four of 
five service games at love. 

"It was kind of the shot 
that won me the match 
today because it was very 
tough conditions with the 
wind,” Sampras said. "It 
was ousting all around the 

ha Bmm 

court. It was tough for us 

to get any rhythm out 

there when we got into 

these baseline rallies. But 

I served reallv bis." 

■ 

Since Wimbledon 
began. Sampras lost his 
serve four times in 11 
matches played which 
translates to winning 152 
of the last 156 games 
played. 

"There's a certain time 
of year you just get into a 
good rhythm,” Sampras 
said. "I think 1 disguise it 
really well. I think my ball 
toss is pretry much the 
same for every serve and 
accuracy is just as impor- 
tant as power.” 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

TEL: 

699634, 

684311 


@ JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY CO., 

TENDER NOS. 6,7,8/97 
UPGRADING OF AMMAN, SALADIN 
AND ZARQA LPG FILLING 
STATION PROJECTS 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. announces the extension of the a.m. tender according to 
the following dates: i 

- S ub m iss ion of prequalification documents not later than 12:00 hrs of 13.9.1997 at the 

company Head Office. 

V 

• Eligible contractors to obtain tender documents from the company’s head office 
against non-refundable JD200 per set. Not later than 1 2:30 hrs of 22.9. 1 997 

• Offers must be submitted at the company's head office with an alternative offer with 
finance not later than 12:00 hrs of Sunday 19.10.1997. 

Chairman 



uqj toss 


>K J 7 *A6 *7 6 ?KJ4 "KQJ 10 4 


'Hie bidding huu proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
i: Pass la Pa® 

37 Pass 7 

What do you bid new? 

A - Since you have a certain eiphl- 
card Gt in hearty (here is a reason- 
able argument for a dub cue-bid 
now to show *lam interest. 
However, spades might wcG be n 
better suit in which to declare, bo 
you should suggest that possibility 
by rebidding three spodes now. ^ 
Thai is forcing because of North's 


The bidding has proceeded. 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
H? 2 : Pass 

2a 7 

What, do you bid now' 1 

A - We can think of ail son^ i.T 
dever sequence^, but doubt if uny 
would reveal much mure than 3 
straightforward ace -asking bid of 
four no tramp. Depending on how 
many occs partner shuws, convert 
to hearts at the appropriate Jctfrl 
below 9 grand slam 




THE UNU/INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY 

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR SECRETARY/ 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 


With the following qualifications: 

• Appropriate college degree. 

• Excellent command of English; French will be an asset 

• Advanced computer and office management skills. 

• Excellent organisational and inter-personal skills. 

• Sense of dedication and ability to work productively in a challenging environment. 

Please send CV, recent photo and references to: 

The Director UNU / I LA G/O 
UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 


Davenport heats Hingis, 
meets Seles in final 


\ 1 A N H ATTa N BEACH 

lit) — Monica Seles easilv 
defeated Amy Frazier 6-b 
6-2 Saturday night to reach 
the finals of the 5450.000 
Acura Classic tennis tour- 
nament where she will face 
Lindsay Davenport, who 
upset Martina Hingis earli- 
er in the day. 

“I'm happy that I wjs 
attacking.” said Seles who 
hanged out 23 winners, she 
committed ju>t 1 3 unforced 
errors in the 51 -minute 
drubbing. "My serve was 
going well. Everything was 
going quite well tonight." 

Davenport, seeded fourth. 

ill be looking for her 
fourth title of the year after 
ehminatina a tired Hinds 
6-2 4-6 64. 

Of the final against Dav- 
enport. Seles said: "The 
ball is going to be hit \ery 
hard. There will be a lut of 
long rallies.” 

Seles ruled the tennis 
world during 1991-93 but 
the 2?-\ ear-old was forced 
to the sidelines for 2$ 
momhs after she was 
stabbed in the back b\ a 

V 

Steffi Graf fan on court in 


Berlin in 1 993. 

The former No. I showed 
floihe> of her brilliance 
again>t Frazier in the 
blowout. 

Frazier, the 1994 champi- 
on had upset third seed 
South African Amanda 
Coeizer and fifth-seed 
Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez 
to force a duel against 
Seles. But the world’s No. 3 
player displayed her unre- 
lenting ground game to dic- 
tate the lopsided win. 

"I got killed.” kuiientcd 
Frazier the 1994 champion. 
”1 couldn’t get into the 
match at all. She didn't let 
me play. Once she gains 
control of the point, she's 
unbeatable. She hits so 
Jeep, so hard, there was 
nothing I could do.” 

Seles raced through the 
opening set in 26 minutes. 
Frazier offered a -slitter 
challenge in the second set 
but Seles easilx answered 
it. 

Each player traded ser- 
vice breaks to open the sec- 
ond >et. Seles, however 
continued to pound away 
from the baseline and ran 


off the next foe sanies for 
the quick victory. 

The Iasi time Hingis lost 
was in the French Open 
championship match to Ivu 
Majoli of Croatia. After 
that defeat. Hingis ran off 
P consecutive victories 
before Saturday's defeaL 
.She is 56-2 on the year. 

Hingis blamed the grind 
of three consecutive weeks 
on the tour for contributing 
to her defeat. I'm tired." 
said Hingis, who appeared 
unmotivated against Dav- 
enport. "Lindsay was just 
the better player but it gets 
a little bit tiring to be on 
tour for three weeks. 

"Finally 1 can go home 
no Switzerland! tomorrow, 
relax and then be ready for 
the t IJ.S. > open. You always 
ha\e to think positive" she 
touched. Evervthins hurts 
me now. 

"The win to me. beating 
the World No. 1 is extreme- 
ly rewarding." said Daven- 
port. the world's seventh- 
ranked player after the one- 
hour. 3$-minuie match. 
"Hopefully, it will carry me 
through tomorrow." 


Australia wins U-22 basketball final 


MELBOURNE t.APi — 
Guard Aaron Trahair led 
Australia to its fir*l gold 
medal at the Under-22 
World Basketball Champi- 
onship as it downed Puerto 
Rico 88-73 in the final at 
Melbourne Park on Sunday. 

Trahair. whose last sec- 
ond shot won the semi-final 
against Argentina Saturday, 
followed up with IS points 
and a strong defensive 
game in the championship 
game. 

Trahair 's defense played a 
crucial role as Australia 
hustled Puerto Rico's dan- 
gerous three point shooters, 
Eddin Santiago, Carmel o 
Travieso and Edgar Padilla 
away from the danger zone. 

Puerto Rico had won all 
seven matches in the tour- 
nament before the final. 

Seven players on the Aus- 
tralian roster played in the 
world under 20 champi- 
onships two years ago 
when they lost the final to 
Greece. 

"The guys on that team 
here made a decision that 
we're going to win this 
one,” Trahair said. 

Yugoslavia's top two 
shooters Vtodo Scepanovic 
and Dragan Lukov ski 
returned to form after a 
semi -final loss asainst 

Imi 

Puerto Rico to lead their 
side to the bronze medal. 

Scepanovic finished with 
22 points while Lukovski 
had 20 in an 84-72 win over 
Argentina. 

Argentina's top scorer 
was Leandro Pulladino w'ith 
24 but the team, devastated 
by the manner of its semi- 
final loss, had too many 
players dragging their feet. 

Potent shooter Emanuel 
Ginobili scored just two 
points, from free throws, 
and missed all six attempts 
from three point range and 
two others from the field. 
The United Slates, which 
won the only previous 
Under 22 championships in 
Spain four years ago. 
laboured to fifth with a 61- 
5$ win clinched when 
Turkey missed a three-point 



Australian players celebrate after winning their game 
at the Under-22 Youth World Basketball Champi- 
onship in Melbourne (Reuters photo) 


attempt to tie the game. 

U.S. Coach Rick Majerus. 
of Lltah. was forced to 
defend bringing a below 
standard team to Australia. 

Only one player, guard 
Cory - Carr, was in the team 
which won the qualifying 
tournament in Puerto Rico 
last year. 

NBA contracts and 
requirements, the risk of 
injury and the clash with 
summer training camps in 
the U.S. all drained the side 
of its leading players. 

"It's frustrating but noth- 
ing can be done about iL" 
Majerus said. 

’They aren't the best 
players and they aren’t 
emblematic of USA basket- 
ball. 

"We were over matched 
but this mattered to US. We 
tried the best w»e could and 


these players are better for 
it.” 

Spain won the play-off 
for seventh bv endine a run 

■ W" 

of four straight losses to 
beat Lithuania 81-72. 

Guard Rodrigo de 1a 
Fuente led the attack with 
19 points. 

South Korea beat Egypt 
7S-62 in the play-off for 
ninth while New Zealand 
beat China S5-66 to finish 
11th. 

Joo-Yup Hyun wax game 
high scorer with 23. 

New Zealand guard Mark 
Dickel. w'ho has performed 
consistently throughout the 

p wm 

championships, again top 
scored, amassing 23 points 
while China’s major con- 
tributor was Lipeng Jin 
with 13 points. 


f Furnished Apartment For Rent 

IN UM UTHAYNAH 

d bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, living room, L- 
shaped dining room, fully equipped kitchen, telephone is 
available, separate central heating. 

Suitable for diplomatic families. 

Please contact Tel. 5510794 of 5530444 


2 SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT ^ _ 

Located in the best area of Sweifryeh, very near lo Orthodox Church, 
9 Amin El Mom any SL First apartment consists of 2 bedrooms wfth 
independent entrance, telephone & small garden. Second apartment 
consists of 3 bedrooms with unities, independent entrance, telephone, 
garage & garden. Suitable for foreign family. Rent Annually, Monthly, 
Weekly. 

For more information cafl: 818092, 642072, 822131 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY COMPANY LTD. 

AMMAN - JORDAN 

fi TENDER INVITATION FOR BIDDING 

* TENDER NO. 10/97 

UPGRADING OF LPG CYLINDERS FACTORY PROJECT 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces Tender Invitation No. 10/97 for the design, supply, 
installation (excluding civil works) and commissioning of 'Upgrading LPG Cylinders Factory (cylinder 
capacity 26.2 litre) Project" at Zaiqa which indudes ail materials, machines and equipment required for the 
above mentioned project 

The tender(s) is to be submitted on the basis of a ‘lump sum fixed price job" for the detailed design, supply 
of equipment and materials, installation, inspection, testing and commissioning of the project 
Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from the company’s head office at the First Circle, Jabal 
Amman, against non-rerundable JD(1 80) per set, not later than 12:30 hrs of 20/9/1997. 

Contractors who possess experience in Vie same field and are qjalrfied financially and technically, and who 
wish to participate in the above tender, are invited to submit their offers at the company's head office not 
later than 12:00 hrs of 9/1 1/1997. With an alternative offer with finance. 


Tenderers should indude with their offers the fol lowing: 

1 ■ Financial capability of the contractor (financial references latest 3 annual reports to be provided). 

2 * Technical capability of the contractor, including details of experience and background of personnel, 
specifications of available equipment... etc. 

3- Detailed documents showing similar projects executed by the contractor, full names and addresses of 
firms, for whom such services were rendered, and details of projects including contract cost and 
completion periods. 

Chairman 
Board of Directors 
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Jordan Hines, Monday, August 11 , 1997 



UAE gets ready for MENA 
amidst shadow of boycott 


DUBAI (R) — Two float- 
ing hotels are to be towed 
into the warm Gulf waters 
lapping the shores of the oil 
stare of Qatar for a show- 
piece summit later this 
year. 

But the extra accommo- 
dation may not be needed if 
a growing Arab boycott of 
the gathering in Doha, 
sweltering capital of one of 
the world's smallest but 
richest states, gains hold. 

Saudi Arabia, the 
Palestinians and now the 
United Arab Emirates 
\ UAE) have already 
announced they will boy- 
cott the fourth Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
summit (MENA) due to be 
held in Qatar in November 
if Israel is represented. 

Syria and Lebanon, 
which with Iraq and Libya 
stayed away from the three 
previous MENA summits, 
have also said they would 
boycott the controversial 
Doha event. 

Saudi Arabia has urged 
the Qataris to cancel the 
meeting and Syria has 
called on other Arab states 
also to boycott it. 

Foreign ministers of the 
22-member Arab League, 
which has condemned as a 
declaration of war Israel's 
security crackdown in 


Palestinian self-rule areas 
after two suicide attacks in 
Jerusalem, are due to meet 
next month. 

One Arab League official 
said last month Qatar might 
have to cancel the summit 
unless Israel changed its 
policy. 

The annual event 
launched in 1994 and held 
last year in Egypt, is tradi- 
tionally attended by Arab 
states, Israel and their 
major trade partners. 

But the crisis between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
over the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process 
has soured the atmosphere. 

Egypt, Jordan and 
Morocco have expressed 
hesitation about attending, 
and other Arab states have 
yet to commit themselves. 

The floating hotels would 
be needed if all 3.500 dele- , 
gates likely to attend a foil 
summit turned up. 

Qatari government offi- 
cials are worried that the 
boycott joined by the 
Gulf's elder statesman, 
UAE President Sheikh Zaid 
Ben Sultan Al-Nahayan, 
over the weekend may 
widen, an analyst in Doha 
said Sunday. 

“They [the Qataris] are 
very determined to go 
ahead. It is a question of 


prestige for the country.” 
the analyst said. “The 
Americans ate backing 
them." 

Qatar's Emir Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 
Thani, who has been out of 
favour with some of the 
older Gulf Arab leaders 

since he toppled his father 
in a bloodless palace coup 
two years ago, recently 
won support for the summit 
from the U.S. 

Qatar, a small peninsula 
jutting into Gulf from 
Saudi Arabia's easrem oil 
region, is one of the 
world's wealthiest coun- 
tries. Its huge energy 
reserves and small popula- 
tion give it a very high per 
capita gross national prod- 
uct. 

It has developed a close 
security relationship with 
Washington, which con- 
trols shore-based depots 
stocked with U.S. weapon- 
ry for use by a rapid reac- 
tion force in times of ten- 
sion. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who 
has yet to visit the volatile 
region, plans to head the 
U.S. delegation to the sum- 
mit. Lhe State Department 
said last month. Britain and 
France are also to attend. 


Italian hostage in Yemen says he 
is well treated and in good health 


SANAA (AFP) — An Italian 
tourist held hostage by 
Yemeni tribesmen has sent a 
letter to his fiancee to say he 
is in good health and being 
well treated, his embassy said 
Sunday. 

An embassy attache said 
Giorgio Bonanomi. 49. wrote 
in the letter “Don't worry 
about me. I am in good health 
and I have the best food." 

The letter to Laura, who is 
staying at the Italian embassy 
in Sanaa was received 
Saturday. It was the second 
letter from Mr. Bonanomi 
who sent a similar message to 
his family the previous day. 

Attache Roberto Vesperini 
also told Agence France 


Presse he was optimistic that 
the graphic designer from 
northern Italy would be freed 
soon. “Everything is fine, the 
Yemeni authorities are opti- 
mistic ... we are waiting for 
his release,” he said. 

The tourist was kidnapped 
Wednesday as he travelled in 
a car with six other Italians 
from Rada, some 120 kilo- 
metres southeast of Sanaa, to 
Ammar further south. 

According to the Italian 
Foreign Ministry. Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
has sent an envoy to the Rada 
region to negotiate with the 
kidnappers, who apparently 
picked Mr. Bonanomi 
because be was seated next to 


the driver. 

It was the second kidnap- 
ping of an Italian tourist in 
less than two weeks. Last 
month, two Italian tourists, a 
man and a woman, were 
abducted for 36 hours by 
Yemeni tribesmen. 

Some 80 foreigners have 
been kidnapped by Yemeni 
tribesmen since 1993. All 
have been released unharmed 
after being used, as bargain- 
ing chips to try to win con- 
cessions from the govern- 
ment in Sanaa 

Germany and Italy are the 
main markets for tourism to 
Yemen, one of the world's 
poorest countries. 


Iran urges Arabian Gulf 
to cooperate on security 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran has 
called for joint security 
arrangements with Arab 
states across the Gulf to help 
build trust in the oil-rich 
region, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Sunday. 

The call was made by for- 
eign ministry' spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi who 
voiced Iran's readiness for 
the promotion of coopera- 
tion with the Gulf Arab 
states. 

"We have always believed 
that the regional govern- 
ments should try Fo find 
ways for boosting coopera- 
tion among themselves and 
build up mutual trust so they 
would be able to take strides 
in the direction of their 
national interests.” IRNA 
quoted him as saying: 

Mr. Mohammadi reiterated 
Iran's opposition to the pres- 
ence of U.S. and other West- 
ern forces in the region. 

“...It is evident that this 
alien military presence could 
not guarantee regional secu- 
rity... the creation of a stable, 
peaceful and friendly envi- 
ronment in the region within 
the, framework of the collec- 
tive regional security 
arrangement, was a shared 
desire" in the Gulf, he 
added. 

Relations between Iran 
and the Gulf Cooperation 


L 


Khatami names hardliner to 
head presidential office 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's new president, moderate cler- 
ic Mohammad Khatami, named a leading Islamists hard- 
liner and key ally Sunday to head the presidential office, 
the official IRNA news agency reported. 

Mohammad Ali Abtahi, a former director for interna- 
tional affairs in the ministry of culture and Islamic guid- 
ance, was named to head the office of the president. IRNA 
said. 

Mr. Abtahi. who is aged around 40. worked as director 
for international affairs when Mr. Khatami headed the 
culture ministry from 19S2 and 1992. Before that he was 
in charge of programming for Iranians abroad at state 
radio. He supports Mr. Khatami's call for social and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

Mr. Abtahi. who is close to the family of the late Iranian 
leader Ayatollah Khomeini, has been responsible since 
1992 for issuing invitations to foreign dignitaries to attend 
the annual ceremonies marking the I9S9 death of the 
founder of the Islamic Republic. 

Like Mr. Khatami, he is a member of the Association of 
Religious Combatants, a leading Islamic radical group. 

Mr. Khatami defeated conservative challenger Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri. the speaker of parliament, in May’s 
presidential election. 


Council (GCC) stares — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Oman. Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — are often tense. 
The six states have voiced 
concern over Iran's arma- 
ment programme and 
accused it of interfering in 
their internal affairs. 

But Iran has recently taken 
moves towards improving 
ties with its neighbours. 


Hopes for better relations 
between non-Arab Iran and 
the GCC have risen since the 
election of President 
Mohammad Khatami, seen 
as a moderate. 

IRNA said Mr. 
Mohammadi was reacting to 
recent comments by GCC 
Secretary-General JamiJ Al 
Hujailan that Iran did not 
pose a threat to its neigh- 
bours. 


i security chief in secret visit to Sudan — press 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Israeli intelligence chief Rani 
Baghum has made a secret 
visit to rebel-controlled parts 
of eastern Sudan, the Al Saree 
Al Syasi newspaper reported 
Sundav. 

at 

Citing a leading parliamen- 
tarian. the paper said Mr. 
Baghum had travelled to the 
from line in fighting between 
the Khartoum government 
and the rebel Sudan kopje's 
Liberation Army (SPLA). It 
did not say when. 


The unnamed MP 
described the visit as “a hos- 
tile act," warning that “the 
Hebrew state will bear the 
consequences.” 

He also ' said that Israeli 
tanks had entered the area 
from neighbouring Eritrea. 

The Khartoum government 
has accused Israel of wanting 
to take control of Red Sea 
ports and aiding Eritrea in 
acts of aggression against 
Sudan, including by supply- 
ing manned tanks to Eritrea. 


Eritrea hosts the Sudanese 
opposition National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
and the SPLA, which, in 
alliance with the opposition in 
northern Sudan, began a mas- 
sive offensive in January in 
eastern and southern pans of 
ihe country. 

It has been fighting on and 
off since 1983 to end the 
domination of the mainly 
Christian and animist south of 
Sudan by the Arabised north. 



ARRESTED IN MEMORY OF NAGASAKI: U.S. Park Police arrest members of the National Catholic 
Peace Movement who were praying in front of the White House Saturday in Washington. 
Approximately 60 members of tine group, who were-praying for peace on the 52nd anniversary of the 
bombing of Nagasaki, were arrested and charged for obstructing the sidewalk in front of the White 
House (AFP Photo) 


South Africa blocks sale of arms to TVirkey 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— The government has 
blocked the proposed sale by 
a South African arms maker 
of 12 attack helicopters to 
Turkey on human rights and 
political grounds. the 
Sunday Independent news- 
paper reported. 

The veto by the govern- 
ment's National 

Conventional Arms Control 
Committee of the potential 
$260 million deal marks a 
turnabout of Pretoria's deci- 
sion in April to lift its arms 
embargo on Turkey. 

Committee Chairman 
Kader Asmal said the deci- 
sion had been taken after 
consideration pf Turkey’s 
dominant position in the 
region, its continuing human 
rights violations, and its ille- 
gal occupation of part of 
Cyprus. 

“Because the hardware in- 
question was a strike heli- 
copter” Mr. Asmal told the 
newspaper, “we had to con- 
sider the possibility that such 
craft could be used in 
Cyprus and in Turkey’s for- 
ays into northern Iraq." 

Denel had been hoping to 
get an initial contract for 12 
of its Rooivalk attack heli- 
copters at $21.6 million a 
piece and to bid later for a 
larger order, the report said. 

Turkey is seeking 145 heli- 


Turkey steps up security .measures 
for anniversary of Kurdish rebellion 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey 
(AFP) — Turkish authori- 
ties stepped up security this 
week in the country’s main- 
ly Kurdish-populated south- 
east on the 13th anniversary 
of a separatist Kurdish 
rebellion, local officials said 
Sunday. 

■“There are reports that the 
PKK [Kurdish Labour 
Party] will attempt to organ- 
ise spectacular attacks on 
the anniversary, so we have 
considerably increased 

security measures,’’ an offi- 
cial told Agence France 
Presse in this southeastern 
centre. 

August 15. 1984 marked 
the beginning of the upris- 
ing aimed at creating a 
Kurdish homeland. It was 
the day when (PKK) rebels 
simultaneously attacked 


military and civilian targets 
in two southeastern town- 
ships. killing more than 10 
people. . 

Since then more than 

25.000 people, including 
rebels, members of the 
security forces and civilians, 
have been killed in PKK- 
related violence in the 
region. 

Apart from the fighting in 
Turkish territory; more than 

20.000 Turkish troops, 
backed by armour and air 
power; entered neighbour- 
ing northern Iraq in May 
and stayed there for five 
weeks to wipe out PKK 
bases. 

PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocal an warned in June that 
his group would hit Turkish 
targets throughout the coun- 
try in retaliation for the 


army’s northern Iraq cam- 
paign in which hundreds of 
rebels were killed. No major 
successful attacks have bead 
carried out since then, but a 
woman, who was believed 
to be a PKK member, died 
instantly last week when a 
bomb exploded in her hands 
in Turkey's popular holiday 
resort of Bodrum oq the 
Aegean Sea coast. 

Fifteen members of the: 
security forces were killed 
last year in three suicide 
bomb attacks by the PKK. 

Government officials said 
Saturday that 3i people, 
including 27 PKK rebels 
and four security force 
members, had been killed in 
recent fighting in the coun- 
try’s southeast 


copter gunships and Turkish 
defence sources said earlier 
this year Denel had a reason- 
able chance of winning the 
tender against competitors 
from . the U.S.. France, 
Germany, Italy and Russia. 

South Africa imposed a 
ban on arms exports to 


Ankara in April 1995 in the 
wake of a massive incursion 
by the Turkish army into 
neighbouring northern Iraq 
to hunt down separatist 
Turkish Kurds who had 
bases in the area. South 
Africa at the time denounced 
the Turkish move, saying the 


incursion violated human 
rights and an independent 
country’s sovereignty. 
Turkey in return placed 
South Africa in its red list of 
countries, banning all poten- 
tial arms deals but reversed 
this when South Africa lifted 
its embargo in ApriL 


Arab, Israeli officials dedicate U.S. 

V 

summer camp for Mideast peace 


OTISFIELD, Maine (R) — 
Despite rising tension in the 
Middle East. Arab and 
Israeli officials Saturday 
helped dedicate a U.S. sum- 
mer camp where children 
from the region are learning 
to live together in peace. 

U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Thomas Pickering 
said at the dedication the 
latest violence was proof 
that enemies of peace were 
growing desperate. 

“There is a tiny silver lin- 
ing that even the people 
who would destroy peace 
with bombs and violence 
now understand that peace 
is coming closer," he said. 

The privately-funded 
“seeds of peace" camp on a 
lake in western Maine hosts 
160 teenagers from Israel. 
Palestinian territories, the 
U.S. and five Arab coun- 
tries. It was founded in 
1993 and used temporary 
locations in Maine before 
moving to Otisfield. 

“If we can [learn to live 
together] here we can do it 
anywhere.*' said Tomer 
Perry, 15. an Israeli from 
north Jerusalem, who was 

playing his guitar and 
singing with an Egyptian 
teenage friend. 

The campers gave the 
officials tours of the facili- 
ty, song songs and read 
short speeches. At one 
point, the Israeli ambas- 
sador to the United States 
and a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official stood logeth- 



Maine Congressman John Baldacd (O sings along with Israeli Ambassador to 
the United States Eliahu Ben Elissar (L) and envoy of the Palestinian National 
Authority Said Hamad (R) during a dedication ceremony at 'Seeds of Peace' 
International Camp in Otisfield, Maine, Saturday (Reuters photo) 

er as a girl explained a but all said peace could be 
mural on the need to end achieved. “We will live 

together because we will 
get use to living together,” 

Israeli Ambassador Eliahu 
Ben-El issar told the gather- 


violence. 

"I come here wanting to 
tell Israelis they don't know 
how much the Palestinians 
have suffered. But I*ve 
learnt there are many things 
they know and many things 
that I don't know” said 
Shouq Tarawneh, a 
Jordanian girl who has 
attended the camp for three 
summers. 

The official representa- 
tives had agreed to avoid 
politics in (heir remarks 


mg. 

An official said more than 
1,800 students competed to 
attend this year by writing 
an essay entitled: “I want fo 
make pence with my 
enemy." When not talking 
about politics the teenagers 
do traditional recreation 
activities of a summer 
camp. 


“You are standing on spe- 
cial soil. There is probably 
no other place in the world 
where youngsters and lead- 
ers [from the Mideast] are 
standing together and not 
fighting,” camp co-founder 
John Wallach told the cere- 
mony. 

Mr. Wallach, a former 
newspaper editor, has said 
he decided to found the 
camp because he wanted to 
do what peace treaties can- 
not — bring together youth 
who have only been taught 
lu hate each oilier. 



Hong Kong 
iO-prepared for 

millenni um frig 

HONG KONG (R) - Hong 
Kong, one of the most com- 
puter-literate places in the 
wodd, is ill-prepared fa- the 
millennium bug that couU 
bring computers crashing 
d own in 2000, and 
spend over $170 million on 
the problem, a government 
survey said. Tbe police, for 
example, will have to spend 
more than $4 million by 
January l, 2000, to protect 
their computer systems, 
according to a survey by the 
Hong Kong productivity 
council. A survey shotted 
that 86 per cent relied heavily 
on computers but nearly 40 
per cent of Hong Kong busi- 
nesses were unaware of the 
problem. 

Lennon’s ex-wife 
signs contract 
with Columbia 

LONDON (AFP) — John 
Lennon's widow Yoko Ono is 
about to sign a contract with 
Col umb ia Pictures for a $65- 
million film on her life with 
the ex-Beatle, the Sunday 
Times reported. She is pre- 
pared to cede to Columbia 
die rights to Lennon’s songs 
“Imagine" and “Give peace a 
chance” as part of a contract 
that would add at least $80 
million to her fortune put at 
$480 million, the paper said. 
The film will depict the lives 
ofYoko Ono, now 64, and the 
former Beatle from their 
meeting to the death of 
Lennon, shot down in New 
York in 1980. 

Prisoners protest over 
missing cats 

CALCUTTA (AFP) — 
Prisoners in die Indian city of 
Calcutta have staged a potest 
after claiming their pk cals 
were eaten by Burmese 
inmates, officials at the cen- 
tral jail said Saturday. Ali pur 
Jail Superintendent Anup 
Tripathi said the protest was 
held after the prisoners’ pets 
began disappearing. ‘The 
convicts who have lost (heir 
per cats demonstrated recent- 
ly.” he said. “ Maintaining (he 
peace inside the jail is 
becoming a problem." He 
added one prisoner said his 
pet had been roasted and 
eaten by Burmese inmates. 

Cellular betrays 
mafioso gunman 

ROME (AFP) — Italian 
police arrested a mafia gun- 
man after he dropped his 
mobile telephone at the scene 
of an attack on a rival clan in 
Salerno, southern Italy, 
police said Sunday. Renaio 
Nacchio, 47, had made the - 
mistake of taking out tbe sub- 
scription for his “telefomno" 
in his own name, leading 
police straight to him. 

Champagne 
shipwreck draws 
world interest 

STOCKHOLM (R) - 
Investors are flocking to help 
salvage a ship which was tor- 
pedoed in 1916 on its way to 
deliver champagne and 
cognac to the Tsar's army 
and the F innish Central 
Bank. Tbe consortium which 
discovered the wreck of the 
Jonkoping said it had been 
swamped with offers from 
U.S. and European financier 
to help cover the cost of 
bringing up tbe 5 , 000 .botlles 
of champagne and stores of 
cognac and- wine which sank 
with the ship. 

Del Vecdiio hands 
baby son 

■ ■ • n. 

small fortune 

ROME (R) — Uonardo Del 
Vecchio has made his two- 
year-old seal one of the 
wealthiest toddlers in Europe, 
giving him a 24.4‘ per cent 
stake in the family holding 
which controls WaU .Street- 

listed spectacle 
Luxottica. Italian newspaper 

said on Saturday ^ starts 

were worth more $555 
million. Hie reports said 62- 
year-old Del >fecchio 
given his 

dren a smflar state ® 
Leonardo Finanziana, while 
he had retained a contrrfh 11 ? 
2.2 per cent holding. 
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